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INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITOR: 

IS THE LARGE GENERAL COIN SHOW AN ANACHRONISM? 

Harry E. Salyards 

A lot has been written lately about the ANA Show, and dealers being penalized for leaving 
it early. Much of the discussion has been quite heated— generating more heat than light, in my 
opinion. The real issue, as I see it, is whether the large, general coin show is an anachronism. 

Please understand: I’d love to see this kind of show survive. I’m just not sure its odds are 
good. Consider the history: large national shows rode the coin collecting boom of the late ‘50s and 
early ‘60s, on into the early ‘70s, seemingly on the motto ‘Ever Bigger is Better’-and the ANA 
Show, with its official and decidedly unofficial appendages, became the Ten Day Gorilla to top 
them all. That was a time, you will recall, of prosperous local coin shops; and the ANA bourse 
was like One Big Coin Shop, with hundreds of inventories spread before hungry eyes. 

• even ^en, there were clouds on the horizon. As prices increased, there was an 
inevitable tendency toward specialization. Initially, those largely unattributed inventories of coins 
at aa Were h ° g heaven ’ t0 the knowledgeable specialist; the chances of discovering the next 
1803 S-264 or 1802 C-l were re alistic , and stimulating to the chase. But no more. We’re victims 
of our success. The available inventory of early copper is largely concentrated in a few hands, and 
(with all due respect to Steve Carr) the cherry tree has been pretty well picked clean. The same 
holds true for the other well-researched, popular series, such as Bust halves. We’re to the point 
where an average R4 Middle Date is a real find. Meanwhile, uniquely among specialty clubs, EAC 
went beyond publishing a regular journal, to actually hosting its own annual convention. Given 
the choice of EAC or ANA, pick one only for a given year, and most of our members would opt 

fo 1 rm f r - ( B y the wa Y’ anybody heard about anyone getting their ‘undies in a bunch’ over an 
EAC dealer leaving the show Saturday evening?) 

The second sea change over the past quarter century, which puts a show like the ANA at 
risk, is the shift by dealers toward auctioning coins for a fee, rather than buying them for 
inventory. Sure, a select group of dealers has held public auctions for decades, and many of the 
B J § N am ^ s put out extensive retail price lists. But as auctioning has become the preferred 

method of dealing, what ends up for private sale in the average dealer’s bourse case can seem less 
attractive, somehow. (Not that it necessarily is; but if the perception is that the ‘good stuff is in 
somebody-or-other’s upcoming auction, that can be all that matters-particularly to a prospective 
buyer with a fistful of glossy auction catalogs, and a limited number of dollars to spend.) Just 
think of the dollar volume of business generated by the multiple public auctions surrounding the 
last Long Beach Show! How do you think that grand total of prices realized compared with the 
total aggregate sales on the bourse? Double? Triple? It’ s anybody’s guess, but you get the point. 

And finally, there s the communications revolution. Why hassle with travel to some 
faraway spot, when you can pick up the phone (perhaps toll-free) and order that new purchase off 
your favorite dealer’s web site? You could rationalize spending $500 or $1000 more on the coin, 
just on travel expenses saved! These things were not always that easy, back before the days of 
web sites, or e-mail inventory updates, or direct-dial area codes, for that matter! And what about 
eBay and its Ilk. : every man his own dealer! No wonder the real dealers want to auction your 
coins, or take them on consignment. No, the only convincing answers to that question ‘Why 
hassle... are, for the camaraderie of your coin buddies; and for comparison shopping. But with 
e-mail, the former is as close as your computer keyboard. And as for the latter, if you’re collecting 
? n y United States coinage struck before 1878, you’d be lucky to find two of any piece you’re 
looking for, even on an ANA bourse. ‘The good stuff is in the auction,’ remember? Thus, no 
matter how much we might wish it to be otherwise, I fear that the large general coin show is its 
own version of ‘That ‘70s Show.’ 


*******##**%* 
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New Jersey Coppers, Part 57: Maris 47 Vi-e, 48-X, 48-f, 48-g, 49-f and 50-f 

Ray Williams 

My goal at this point is to finish this census in the May 2003 issue of Penny Wise . I made a brief 
reference to the accuracy of this census in the Part 56. A friend gave me the thought that the census is like a 
picture. It’s accurate for one instant in time. If the shutter is left open, motion will blur the picture. The 
shutter has been open on this census for over 10 years. At least 10 major collections of NJ s have been 
dispersed since John Griffee analyzed the Maris 41-c. That equates to over 800 coins changing hands! 
Some of those coins have reappeared in collections in the census, but better than 50% have disappeared into 
the shadows of the hobby. I thank those who continue to participate in this census. You are what makes 
collecting colonials fun! It is my hope that comparing where your coin stands with the others here, adds to 
your enjoyment of your coins. 

A week ago at the Garden State Numismatic Association Convention, history was made by having 
the first joint EAC and C4 regional meeting. Two hours were set aside for us to have a room. At the 
suggestion of Chuck Heck, we combined meetings and had a great time together! I saw a 34-J, owned by 
RZ, whose obverse is still burned into my memory! 

If you are an EAC or C4 member, time is running out to consign to the C4 Auction this November. 
Contact Tom Rinaldo, M&G Auctions or me ASAP if you have any duplicates to consign, or coins you’ve 
lost interest in (if that’s possible). 

This issue’s census consists of two varieties that are prohibitively rare (Sheldon would have called 
them non-collectibles), two varieties that are obtainable and two of the very desirable “Head Left” varieties. 
T he first variety we’ll look at is the Maris 47 'A-e. 

MARIS 47 IZ-e; Rarity 8 

Walter Breen discovered this variety in the FCC Boyd collection in 1954. How excited Boyd must 
have been! When Breen was doing his research on NJ Coppers in the mid-1950s, he collaborated with Boyd. 
I don’t know if Boyd had any active scholarly input, or if his cabinet of NJ’s was the only contribution to 
Breen’s manuscript. I wonder if Boyd had misattributed his 47 Vi as a 47 or 46... I still desperately look at 
56-n’s hoping to find a 57-n (and then I woke up). There are only two Maris 47 iZ-e coins known. I do not 
have access to a photograph. 


| Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

47 % -e 

Eastern Collector 

VF 



47 y 2 -e 

Noted Western Collector 

VG 

FCC Boyd Estate 



Maris 48-X: Rarity 7+ 


This next variety is almost as rare as the last. Only four of the Maris 48-X coins are known. The 
discovery coin was owned by Jacob Spiro, and identified by him in 1950. In the Spiro Sale (1955) New 
Netherlands bought this coin for $24 and sold it to FCC Boyd. A low-grade coin is plated in the Picker Sale. 


| Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

48-X 

North Jersey Collector 

VF 

J Lorenzo 


48-X 

Eastern Collector 

VF 


o/s George III half 

48-X 

Eastern Collector 

F 


"Forgotten Coins" 

48-X 

Noted Western Collector 

VG 

FCC Boyd Estate; New 
Netherlands; Spiro Lot 1549 
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Maris 48-f; Rarity 4 




The next two varieties are the only obtainable Maris 48 obverses. It is interesting to note that, based on the 
reverse “f” die-state, the Maris 48-f was struck after both the 49-f and the 50-f. Coincidentally, Maris 48-g 
was struck after the 50-g. The three “head left” varieties were all struck with the earliest known die states of 

their reverses. After shelving the 49, 50 and 5 1 
obverses, the coiner continued to use the f and g 
dies with new obverses... just some food for 
thought. Maris thought the 48-f to be “scarce” 
but a Rarity 3 has been traditionally assigned to 
it. Comparing the number of Maris 48-f coins in 
this census to the number of 49-f coins, I could 
see good reason to raise the Rarity of the 48-f to 
an R-4. Some might make a good argument to 
raise it to an R-5, but I don’t feel a jump that 
high is warranted right now. Let’s see in future 

Spiro - Henry Garrett Coin, Maris 48-f auctions if the catalogers will agree with an R-4 

rating. 


Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

48-f 

Eastern Collector 

AU 


48-f 

NJHS 

EF 

Frederick Canfield 

48-f 

D Wierzba 

VF+ 


48-f 

R Williams 

VF+ 

B & M 3/92 Lot 1395; H Garrett; 
Spiro Lot 1550 

48-f 

R Moore 

VF 

J Long; B&M 3/92 Lot 1566; Boyd; 
Ryder; Stickney 6/07 Lot 302 

48-f 

D Menchell 

VF 

Stack’s 6/97 Lot 966 

48-f 

C Schettino 

VF 

M Wierzba 

48-f 

J Lorenzo 

VF 

B Cornell 

48-f 

Northeastern Collector 

VF 


48-f 

Pacific Northwest 

F+ 

Anton 

48-f 

CA Collector #3 

F+ 

Picker Lot 221; JHU; JW Garrett; 
Maris 

48-f 

R August 

F+ 


48-f 

Ocean NJ Collector 

F+ 

Stack's 5/93 Lot 203 

48-f 

D Palmer 

F 

B&M 11/90 lot 5465 

48-f 

G Lyman 

F 

Ebay 

48-f 

S Schaffer 

F 

Stack's 5/93 Lot 29 

48-f 

M Soyka 

F 

T Madigan; S Hayden 

48-f 

C Young 

F 

EAC 95 

48-f 

NJHS 

F 

Frederick Canfield 

48-f 

M Soyka 

VG+ 


48-f 

S Tanenbaum 

VG+ 


48-f 

NY Collector #4 

VG+ 


48-f 

Noted Midwest 

VG+ 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand 

Defect 

48-f 

K Schlemmer 

VG 

M Singer 

48-f 

M Wierzba 

VG 

D Wierzba 

48-f 

P Scherff 

VG 

Ringo FPL 1990 Lot 33 

48-f 

G Lyman 

VG 

Anton 

48-f 

G Ivey 

VG 

Ringo 

48-f 

M Soyka 

VG 


48-f 

KS Collector #1 

GA/G 
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Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

48-f 

D T ownson 

G 

48-f 

Todd G 

G 

48-f 

M Soyka 

G 

48-f 

M Hankins 

F+/AG 


Maris 48-g; Rarity 1 



The Maris 48-g is one of the most frequently 
encountered and most easily recognizable of the 
NJ Copper varieties. This reverse is the most 
prominent of the outline to shield reverses. 
Once you see the “g” reverse, you’ll always be 
able to identify it. A Rarity 1 it stays. 


The Eliasberg Coin, Maris 48-g 



Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

48-g 

Eastern Collector 

UNC 


48-g 

Unknown 

UNC 

A Pietri; H Garrett 

48-g 

M Kleiman 

AU+ 

B&M Cole lot 1234 

48-g 

CA Collector #3 

AU 

Bowers Sebring Sale 

48-g 

Henderson TX 
Collection 

AU 

CVM 11/92 

48-g 

Pacific Northwest 

EF+ 

Rinaldo; EAN 7/94 lot 1197 

48-g 

S Peck 

EF 

Stack's 3/94 lot 352; Russ Smith 

48-g 

NH Collector #1 

EF 


48-g 

D Wierzba 

EF 

Stack's 4/88 lot 69 

48-g 

B Patton 

EF 


48-g 

Maryland Collector #1 

EF 

Coin Galleries 4/91 lot 3693 

48-g 

J Lorenzo 

EF 

Rinaldo 

48-g 

KS Collector #1 

EF 


48-g 

M Hankins 

EF 


48-g 

NY Collector #4 

EF 


48-g 

Noted Midwest 

EF 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand 

48-g 

NJHS 

EF 

Frederick Canfield 

48-g 

C Schettino 

VF+ 

R Wiener 

48-g 

R August 

VF+ 


48-g 

Maine Collector #1 

VF+ 

N Pullen 

48-g 

Ocean NJ Collector 

VF+ 


48-g 

H Pietila 

VF+ 


48-g 

R Williams 

VF+ 

S Peck, Eliasberg Lot 77 

48-g 

R Moore 

VF 

Smythe 9/95 lot 1048 

48-g 

K Schlemmer 

VF 

Coin Galleries 4/00 lot 1748 

48-g 

L Shane 

VF 

H Rescigno 

48-g 

Northeastern Collector 

VF 


48-g 

L Terrell 

VF 

CVM 

48-g 

T Benford 

VF 



Comments 


Red Book Plate Coin 


2 coins this grade 


2 coins this grade 
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Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

48-g 

NJ Collector #4 

VF 



48-g 

S Chandler 

VF 

EAN 


48-g 

M Chusid 

VF 

Greater Mil Coins 


48-g 

B Holland 

VF 

Stack's 6/92 lot 885 


48-g 

S Martin 

VF 

M Johnson 


48-g 

G Lyman 

VF 

Oechsner lot 1289 


48-g 

F McGrath 

VF 



48-g 

D Menchell 

VF 


Early die state 

48-g 

M Michel 

VF 

P Brombal 


48-g 

M Hankins 

VF 



48-g 

H Pietila 

VF 

ACSC 


48-g 

G Ruttenberg 

VF 

Fairfield Rare Coins 


48-g 

E Stecewicz 

VF 



48-g 

S Tanenbaum 

VF 



48-g 

D Townson 

VF 



48-g 

C Young 

VF 



48-g 

C Schettino 

F+ 

Worthy Coin 


48-g 

S Schaffer 

F+ 

B&M 6/84 lot 3220 

Double Struck 

48-g 

VA Collector #1 

F+ 



48-g 

Pacific Northwest 

F+ 

Rinaldo; Wierzba 

Double Struck 

48-g 

Pacific Northwest 

F+ 

M&G 11/99 lot 289; M&G Griffee 

Double Struck 

48-g 

P Scherff 

F+ 

B&M 4/88 


48-g 

Leesburg VA Collection 

F+ 



48-g 

M Hankins 

F+ 



48-g 

E Kucia 

F+ 

P Thompson 


48-g 

K Schlemmer 

F 



48-g 

R Moore 

F 



48-g 

G Lyman 

F 



48-g 

F McGrath 

F 


2 coins 

48-g 

D Menchell 

F 


Late die state 

48-g 

NJ Collector #4 

F 



48-g 

M Hankins 

F 



48-g 

R Connell 

F 



48-g 

ANA Museum 

F 



48-g 

NJHS 

F 

Frederick Canfield 


48-g 

K Beukelaer 

VG+ 



48-g 

CT State Library 

VG+ 



48-g 

Arkansas Collector #1 

VG+ 



48-g 

M Soyka 

VG 


2 coins 

48-g 

KS Collector #1 

VG 



48-g 

J Keesing 

VG 

Rinaldo 


48-g 

R Blaha 

VG 



48-g 

R Hulbert 

VG 

EAC Sale #6 lot 6 


48-g 

Maine Collector #1 

VG 

R August 

Double Struck 

48-g 

H Pietila 

VG 



48-g 

M Sands 

VG 



48-g 

R Williams 

VG 

G Smith 


48-g 

KS Collector #1 

G+ 


3 coins 

48-g 

M Soyka 

G+ 


3 coins 

48-g 

R Williams 

GA/G 

C Hubscher Auctions 
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Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

48-g 

K Schlemmer 

G 



48-g 

S Schaffer 

G 



48-g 

Todd G 

G 



48-g 

M Chusid 

G 



48-g 

Leesburg VA Collection G 



48-g 

G Ivey 

AG 

J Griffee 


48-g 

F McGrath 

AG 


2 coins 

48-g 

M Hankins 

AG 


2 coins - both brass 

48-g 

Noted Midwest 

AG 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand 

cast 

48-g 

CT State Library 

AG 



48-g 

L Terrell 

Poor 



48-g 

Noted Midwest 

F 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand 

re-engraved obverse 

48-g 

Newark Museum 

UNK 


3 coins 

48-g 

ANS 

UNK 


4 coins 


Bowers & Ruddy, Garrett 
Collection, Lot 1447, 
Maris 49 Obverse 


Maris 49-f and 50-f are two of the three Head Left varieties. John Griffee 
had written about the 51-g in an earlier CC. It is interesting to note that both 
Griffee’s Census and Wierzba’s Census have the top seven 51-g’s ranging 
from UNC (only one) to EF. Although scarcer than the 49-f and 50-f, the 51- 
g is more easily obtained in a higher grade! There are at least ten 51-g’s that 
grade EF or better. 


The Head Left varieties have held a fascination with collectors since day one. 

Not only are the obverse elements facing in the opposite direction to the 
norm, the style of the head and plow is different too. The plow is much larger 
and more intricate while the head is a beautiful representation of a horse. The 

style of these obverse elements duplicate what is on the NJ State Seal. In the late 1 770’s, Pierre DuSimitiere 

designed the State Seal for NJ. Although the 



Bowers & Ruddy, Garrett Collection, Lot 1448, Maris 50-f 


book, “The Eagle that is Forgotten” by Dr. Joel 
Orosz, does not mention specifically anything 
about the Seal, I highly recommend reading 
about this early numismatist. Let me finish by 
saying that there are several theories about 
Head Left NJ’s, but no one has ever given 
proof of where and who minted them. 




Maris 49-f; Rarity 5 


Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

49-f 

CA Collector #3 

AU+ 

O’Donnell Lot 147 

49-f 

Eastern Collector 

AU 


49-f 

NJHS 

AU 

Frederick Canfield 

49-f 

D Wierzba 

VF+ 

Stack's Howe 12/93; Yale Lot 38 

49-f 

Don S 

VF+ 

B&M 4/92 lot 1400; H Garrett; Yale 

49-f 

R August 

VF+ 

University 

49-f 

R Moore 

VF 

Heritage 8/01 Lot 5069 
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Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

49-f 

Pacific Northwest 

VF 

Mituzas; M&G Barnes lot 75; 



Collector 


Mituzas 


49-f 

D Palmer 

F/VG 

Mituzas 

White Ink Attribution 

49-f 

C Young 

FA/G 



49-f 

M Wierzba 

F+ 



49-f 

J Lorenzo 

F+ 

D Wierzba; Rescigno lot 1621 


49-f 

L Terrell 

F+ 



49-f 

S Tanenbaum 

F 



49-f 

D Menchell 

F 

Taylor Lot 2236; Hall 

White Ink Attribution 

49-f 

Northeastern Collector 

F 



49-f 

NJHS 

F 

Frederick Canfield 


49-f 

D Palmer 

VG 

Anton; Kesse 


49-f 

P Scherff 

VG 

Stack's 10/89 lot 137 


49-f 

G Lyman 

VG 

Stack's 5/91 lot 226; Picker lot 223 


49-f 

KS Collector #1 

VG 



49-f 

R Williams 

VG 

Rock FPL #9, L296 


49-f 

Ocean NJ Collector 

G+ 



49-f 

NY Collector #4 

G+ 



49-f 

Pacific Northwest 

G 

D Palmer; NASCA 


49-f 

N J Collector #4 

G 



49-f 

C Young 

G 

Haverford Coins 


49-f 

Noted Midwest 

AG 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand 


49-f 

K Schlemmer 

VG 

N Peters 

Holed above horse 

49-f 

Eastern Collector 

UNK 


Reeded Edge 

49-f 

ANS 

UNK 


2 coins 


Maris 50-f; Rarity 3 


Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

50-f 

R August 

EF 


50-f 

Unknown 

EF 

A Pietri; Frontenac 

50-f 

NJHS 

EF 

Frederick Canfield 

Attempted puncture 

50-f 

R Moore 

EF/VF 


50-f 

CA Collector #3 

VF+ 

B&M 6/84 Lot 3225; Dr Sherr; 
Garrett; Newcomer 

50-f 

J Lorenzo 

VF+ 

D Linnett 

50-f 

S Tanenbaum 

VF+ 


50-f 

T Madigan 

VF+ 


50-f 

Rhue 

VF+ 

Stack's Rarities; Earle 

50-f 

CA Collector #3 

VF 

Picker Lot 224 

50-f 

D Gladfelter 

VF 

C Kirtley 

50-f 

L Terrell 

VF 

Rock; Hall; Brand; Taylor 

50-f 

Noted Midwest 
Collector 

VF 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand 

50-f 

E Kucia 

VF 

D Valenziano 

50-f 

KS Collector #1 

VF 


50-f 

G Lyman 

VF 

Oechsner Lot 1291; Spiro Lot 1556 

50-f 

H Pietila 

VF 

J Long 

50-f 

D Menchell 

VF 


50-f 

R Williams 

VF 

Mituzas; B&M 3/89 Lot 5123 
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Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

50-f 

D Palmer 

VF/F 

B&M 11/90 Lot 5472; C Schenkel 

50-f 

C Schettino 

VF 

Stack's 3/94, H Garrett Sale L 1402 

50-f 

D Wierzba 

VF/F 


50-f 

Pacific Northwest 

F+ 

M&G Barnes Lot 76; Ringo 


Collector 



50-f 

L Terrell 

F+ 

EAN 

50-f 

NH Collector #1 

F+ 


50-f 

M Hankins 

F+ 


2 coins 

50-f 

Northeastern Collector 

F+ 

N Pullen 

50-f 

K Schlemmer 

F 


50-f 

K Schlemmer 

F 

Coin Galleries 8/85 Lot 1494 

50-f 

C Schettino 

F 

Ebay 

50-f 

Maryland Collector #1 

F 

Rinaldo 

50-f 

Arkansas Collector #1 

F 


50-f 

Maine Collector #1 

F 

D Sonderman 

50-f 

R Hulbert 

F 

Rinaldo 

50-f 

NJ Collector #4 

F 


50-f 

NY Collector #4 

F 


50-f 

M Wierzba 

FA/G 

D Wierzba; Sage 

50-f 

M Mayhugh 

F/VG 

Rinaldo 

50-f 

F McGrath 

F/VG 


50-f 

S Martin 

VG+ 

Coins of West Chester 

50-f 

K Beukelaer 

VG+ 

Coin Galleries 2/97 

50-f 

Noted Midwest 

VG+ 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand 


Collector 



50-f 

C Young 

VG+ 


50-f 

E Stecewicz 

VG+ 

B Miller 

50-f 

Ocean NJ Collector 

VG+ 


50-f 

T Benford 

VG 


50-f 

Todd G 

VG 


50-f 

M Mayhugh 

VG 

EAN A 1/00 Lot 1084 

50-f 

T Madigan 

VG 


50-f 

R Connell 

VG 


50-f 

C Young 

VG 

95 EAC 

50-f 

M Soyka 

VG 

J Long 

50-f 

NJHS 

VG 

Frederick Canfield 

50-f 

M Soyka 

G+ 

T Madigan 

50-f 

Noted Midwest 

G+ 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand 


Collector 



50-f 

KS Collector #1 

G 


50-f 

R Blaha 

G 

Rinaldo 

50-f 

G Lyman 

G 

J Goudge 

50-f 

NJHS 

G 

Frederick Canfield 

50-f 

C Young 

AG 


50-f 

Noted Midwest 

AG 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand 


Collector 



50-f 

NJHS 

G 

Frederick Canfield 

dented 

50-f 

Newark Museum 

UNK 


50-f 

ANS 

UNK 


2 coins 
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There are a number of each of the featured varieties whose locations are unknown to me, as follows: 


AU 

Henry Garrett 

49-f 

VF 

Foreman; Garrett; Maris 

VF+ 

Norweb 


VF 

Steinberg 

VF+ 

Bareford 


VF 

Oechsner 

VF 

Stack’s 1990 FPL 




UNC 

Norweb 

50-f 

UNC 

Henry Garrett; J W Garrett 

AU 

Griffee; J W Garrett; Elsworth 


UNC 

Mills 

AU 

Front enac 




AU 

Stack’s FPL 92 




AU 

Stack’s 1/93 





I hope that was as much fun for you as it was for me! If you know of, or own, any coins missing 
from this census, please contact me. September’s census will cover varieties 52-1, 53-j, 54-k, 55-1, 55-m and 
56-n. If you own any of these varieties and wish to participate, please contact me. I plan to be at both the 
C4 and EAC meetings at the ANA Convention in NYC. C4 will be on Thursday August 1 st at 12:30 and 
EAC will be on Friday August 2 nd at 8:30 AM. The convention is at the NY Marriott Marquis Hotel and 
please introduce yourself. 


Ray Williams 

924 Norway Ave, Trenton, NJ 08629 609-587-5929 


njraywms@optonline.net 


************* 


AN ATTEMPT AT ESTABLISHING A CONSISTENT NOMENCLATURE FOR THE 
UNITED STATES HALF CENTS OF 1794 - 1800 

Gregory S. Heim 


This is a pretty hot topic in the area of the United States Half Cents. Surprisingly, not 
much has appeared in Penny-Wise recently. Therefore, I will attempt to "solve" the problem by 
cutting right to the chase. 

MY MAIN CONCLUSION: In order to consistently classify the Half Cents of this period, one 

must do so by placing primary emphasis on obverse and reverse die marriages. In doing so, 
the present system must undergo a renovation as it SEEMINGLY represents this conclusion. 
This will also enable us to remove the nebulous label surrounding the word "variety." 

The remainder of this article provides the renovation, logical arguments and commentary 
to support my conclusion. 


PART ONE: The 1794's 

Consider the following paradox: Suppose you have two 1794 Half Cents without edge 
lettering. One has the obverse / reverse die marriage of a "C-2," and the other has the obverse/ 
reverse marriage of a C-9. The "C-2's" are known with small (C-2a) and large (C-2b) edge 
letters. The C-9's are known only with small edge letters. What do you call these coins? Under 
the present system, identification of the C-9 is straightforward as it is a C-9 with no ledge letters. 
However, the other coin cannot be called C-2a or C-2b with certainty, and I cannot be called "C- 
2" since the variety does not exist (hence the reason it is in quotes). 
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This paradox exists because the edge is treated as a primary characteristic WITH 
RESPECT TO CLASSIFICATION; despite the fact lower case letters are used to mimic the 
edge lettering's secondary status. One might argue that under the present system the Half 
Cents of 1794 be numbered one through fifteen, inclusive; 1 through 6, "a" and "b", plus 7, 8, & 
9 makes fifteen distinct combinations. That system, although equivalent, is even more flawed 
because it eliminates totally the identify of the edge lettering and it is even more limited to the 
possible addition of new varieties. 

Consider another example: Suppose you had a coin with the obverse or reverse 

unidentifiable, but the edge lettering is readable. Furthermore, let us say that the identifiable 
obverse or reverse is known to be married to only one other die. (Example, "C-2" obverse, 
unidentifiable reverse, small edge letters). Can / should this coin be classified with certainty? 
The answer in this case is no. Granted the chance that the coin is a C-2a is virtually 100%, it is 
NOT 100%. For a system to be uniform, adaptable, and expandable it must cover all scenarios 
and exceptions, however, improbable. 

Therefore, the Half Cents of 1794 should be classified as follows: 

For varieties C-1 through C-6, notate edge lettering with an acronym succeeding the 
variety [e.g. C-1, SEL (small edge letters), or C-2, LEL (large edge letters)]. If a coin has 
blundered edge lettering or no edge lettering (for any variety), simply state that adjectival 
descriptor the same way you would if it had edge letters either spelled out or with an acronym. 

For varieties C-7, C-8, and C-9, all coins are presently known with small edge letters. 
Thus no descriptor is needed unless an anomaly exists. If large edge letters are found on any 
of these three varieties, we already have a system in place to classify them. 

Therefore, given the currently-known 1794 Half Cents, we see that there are 15 different 
combinations required for a variety set. Coins with blundered edge lettering or no edge lettering 
are errors and not part of the aforementioned group. 

PART TWO: The 1795's 

Here we are faced with two different situations. The 1795 C-2's are known with a 
lettered edge (C-2a) and a plain edge (C-2b). These varieties, like the 1794’s are mutually 
exclusive, thus going against the premises set in the main conclusion. If an edge were 
discovered that was not intended by the Mint, there would no way to classify the coin under the 
present system. 

Perhaps the most controversial part of reclassifying the Half Cents of 1795 - 1800 deals 
with planchet stock. Half Cents of this period were struck on regular Half Cent planchets, cut- 
down or spoiled Large Cent planchets, and cut-down Talbot, Allum, and Lee (TAL) tokens from 
England. Yet there was no explicit intent to use a particular kind of planchet stock. Back then, 
the Mint used whatever it had on hand. It rolled out the planchets, cut them down, and on they 
went. And yet, Cohen classifies the Plain Edge, No Pole Half Cents of 1795 ("C-5" and "C-6") 
as C-5 / 6a (non-half cent stock), or C-5 / 6b (large cent stock, weight of greater than 84 grains). 
Breen goes even further breaking down the same 1795 Half Cents by all three planchet stocks, 
the 1797 "1 above 1's," and 1797 Normal Heads by all three planchet stocks, and the 1800 Half 
Cents by large cent stock and half cent stock. 

But I would submit that coins should not receive variety status differentiated by this 
criterion. That means the widely accepted C-5b and C-6b should be de-listed and reclassified 
with the kind of planchet stock or undertype listed as an adjectival description. Such a system 
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would handle the anomaly of a lightweight planchet with large cent undertype. This occurred in 
the 1997 EAC Sale. In addition, the 1795 "C-2's" should be classified as C-2, Lettered Edge 
and C-2, Plain Edge to keep the nomenclature consistent. I know this is a bit counterproductive, 
but it provides a more useful descriptor to neophyte collectors. 

Although this de-listing and reclassification might seem radical, it is no different than the 
(correct) non-acceptance of the 1795 "C-4b" announced by R. Tettenhorst at the 1999 EAC 
Convention. When it is all sorted out, there are seven combinations required for a variety set of 
1795's. 


PART THREE: The 1 797's and the 1 800 

We covered the gamut about planchet stock in the previous section, so for Cohen 
varieties, the 1797 C-3 is our only consideration. It follows the same thought process and logic 
as the 1795 C-2. 

Therefore, the Half Cents of 1797 should be classified as follows: 

1797 C-3, (edge type: plain, lettered, or gripped). 

As far as 1800 is concerned, Cohen had a single variety, so 1800 C-1 is the status quo 
unless there is the presence of large cent undertype and / or planchet stock. 

CLOSING THOUGHTS 

We owe it to future generations of Half Cent collectors to right the wrongs that exist. It is 
my feeling that this article provides the best possible solution to the problem. It is by no means 
the only solution as a system needs to be analyzed and accepted by the majority of the Half 
Cent community. 

Comments are always welcome and appreciated. My e-mail is gangof4@comcast.net 
and my snail mail address is: PO Box 277, South Plainfield, NJ 07080-0277. 

************* 

EAC REGION 7 MEETING - LONG BEACH 

Dan Demeo 


Dan Demeo chaired the meeting held at the Long Beach Expo on June 8, 2002. As an 
experiment, the meeting was held on Saturday morning, rather than Friday evening, to try to 
interest prospective members in EAC. It succeeded at that, but almost no members attended, 
since they are dealers and busy in the bourse, unable to give up their Saturday hours with the 
public. The meeting followed a visual presentation by Jon Warshawsky, titled "Back to 
Numismatics: Getting Started in Early Copper." Those in attendance were: 


Dan Demeo 
Jon Warshawsky 
Rockie L. Herrera 
McQueen Family 


Bruce McCollum 
Doug McHenry 
David Snow 
Ron Shintaku 


Nellie McCollum 
Teva C. Rothwell 
Lewis J. V. Mielli? 


After introducing ourselves, we talked a while with the nonmembers and explained the 
activities and resources of EAC, including the Regional meetings, National Convention, Penny- 
Wise . the Region 8 Newsletter, and the web site, EACS.org. The nonmembers described their 
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collecting interests, etc. The Long Beach Expo had a very strong attraction at this particular 
show, the 1933 U.S. $20, to be auctioned later in July, and it appeared that a number of the 
people had come to the show out of curiosity and to the nearly unique gold piece. 

We adjourned early, as eBay needed the room, setting up for their presentation, which 
directly followed our meeting. Tentatively, our meeting at the next Long Beach show will be 
scheduled for Friday evening, September 27, 2002. 

************* 


MID-ATLANTIC REGIONAL MEETING REPORT 

Red Henry 

We had a small but enjoyable Region 3 meeting on Saturday, June 15th at the Atlantic 
Rarities Exposition. Since we didn't have a meeting room reserved, six EAC members gathered 
at chairs and tables in the lobby and just had a good time. 

Conversation swung around a wide range of copper topics, from the results of the recent 
RSB late-date sale (called by one famous dealer "a bloodbath"), with its long-term implications 
for copper markets and supply, to related subjects such as the correlation of copper prices with 
CQR. We also talked about the grading guides and pricing systems each of us thought most 
useful. 


Region 8 ringleader Mark Switzer brought his usual variety of outside-the-box opinions 
to the table, along with the empty cart which had carried 200 rolls of Buffalo nickels he'd 
disposed of at the show. Congratulations, Mark! But all those nickels had bent the cart. Mark 
provided the meeting's formal entertainment by trying to straighten out the cart. I wished we 
had a video of him unbending that thing, to post on the EAC web site and show at the 
convention next year! -- pushing, pulling, kicking -- it was mighty entertaining. 

For everyone's amusement, I brought out a recently-cherried 1818 N-4 and passed it 
around, not a very beautiful coin but real. Brett Dudek brought some big color prints to show 
and give away, of the amazing TDS '27 N-12 which he'd found not long ago. We talked for a 
good hour and disbanded, then headed back to the bourse. Thanks for coming, everyone! 

************* 


COUNTERSTAMPED LARGE CENTS WANTED 


For my personal collection, which I have been gathering since 1955, I desire to purchase 
counterstamped large cents of all dates with the names and addresses of individuals, or 
individuals and their specialties, merchants, political slogans, and motifs. At this point, I am not 
interested in stray initials, numbers or names that cannot be identified as to geographical 
location or trade. I would be pleased to make an offer for coins submitted to me, or invite you to 
send them on approval with an invoice. I am not looking for any bargains and will pay any 
reasonable price, as they are not for resale. Please let me hear from you all correspondence 
will be answered. 


David Bowers, EAC #204 
c/o Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 
Box 1224, Wolfeboro, NH 03894 

************* 
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EAC 2002 

Steve Carr 


Las Vegas was my fourth EAC and right now, I rank it my favorite. But if you had asked how I 
liked EAC at certain times during the convention, my answer would have been drastically different. This 
year’s EAC was real "different" in a number of ways. Some (for me) were great. Others I wish had never 
happened. 

1 arrived around noon on Wednesday and saw a couple EACers at the machines in the Orleans 
lobby. I knew I was in the right place! I dumped my luggage in my room and went out to explore the 
Orleans. What a place! I found a huge second story bowling alley, a food court to-die-for, and even a 
Subway. There was the constant binging of the machines, the clinking of tokens when someone won, and 
the cocktail waitresses! But where was EAC? 

I finally found the rooms where we would meet. I did not recognize anyone, so I went back 
downstairs to the lobby. $10 later, I went back to the room. I’d already lost half my total convention wager 
budget and EAC hadn’t even started! 

I had originally planned to use Wednesday afternoon to talk with Doug Bird and Mary Sauvin 
about the counterfeit and grading seminar we were offering Thursday morning. But the seminar had to be 
cancelled, due to Doug’s recent by-pass surgery. Guess I’ll study the sale catalog a little more.... 

On Thursday morning, I helped set up the bourse tables and chairs and then wandered over to the 
early sale lot viewing. It was nice to see several friends I only see at EAC. I helped pass out sale lots and 
got to see some of the lots I was interested in. That afternoon, though, the unthinkable happened. Lot 314, 
an 1802 S-242 large cent CC#2, disappeared. What a bummer. The coin did not turn up during EAC 2002. 
As far as I know, this had never happened before and it resulted in more “formality” in sale lot viewing. No 
one seemed to mind, thank goodness. 

It was time to set up my exhibit. One nice thing about being an exhibitor is that you get to enter 
the bourse area when the dealers do. After setting up my exhibit, I wandered around looking at the coins in 
dealer cases. One of the holes I was looking to fill was an 1834 N-5. Chris McCawley had four in his case, 
all within my price range. One was pretty decent, but there were two “possibles” in the EAC sale. I decided 
to just keep my eyes on them. 

The bourse floor this year looked vacant to me. Part of this was due to the size of the room, but 
part of it was reality. Doug Bird, Jim Weathers, and Jim Long were missing, to name a few off the top of 
my head. The copper on the bourse floor was still pretty good. The regular dealers who did come had lots 
of nice coins. A couple of “new” dealers were also there, including one with boxes of early coppers, 
mostly unattributed. Are we talking heaven, or what!!??! 1 was busy there for most of an afternoon. Bourse 
floor traffic also seemed lighter than at past EACs, but that was just my impression. 

Thursday evening, I attended the hospitality gathering and the Happenings. As usual, the 
Happenings were awesome! There were more S-64’s, just sitting there on the tabletop, than I have seen in 
my whole life. There were two no mouse 1817 N-3’s, along with a beautiful MS example. A very terminal 
die state 1827 N-12 was just one of almost a dozen examples of this tough variety. And I was really happy 
when I saw that most of the 1853 N-19’s were misaligned die strikes (I collect misaligned die coins). Of 
course, you never know what might show up at a Happening, and this year was no exception. I was 
fortunate to be able to hold an 1821 proof cent, one of the prettiest coins I have ever seen. Cool! 

The half cents were not to be outdone. Some very nice 1794’s, the most 1802’s I have seen in one 
place (both varieties) and some gorgeous proofs. To be honest, I could not figure out how anyone could 
determine best from second-best in a couple of cases. Tough competition! 

Unfortunately, I did not make it to the colonial happening. That’s too bad, because I just love to 
look at and compare all the coins displayed at the Happenings. It is kind of like a “Royal Rumble” whist 
match! 

The displays were also neat. One was a whist match of 1794’s, another a display on Nova 
Constellatios, a third showing progression of die cracks and cuds on a number of varieties, and a fourth on 
telling the heads of 1839 large cents apart. Hidden in the bourse was a neat display on the die state 
progression of S-59. The displays were all well done and very informative. 

The Speakers Forum Friday night was a two-parter. The first presentation was about copper 
“types” that should be included in future editions of the Red Book. It was obvious from the discussion that 
there were many point-of-view on the topic. A number of good ideas were presented. Bob Grellman talked 
about his new late date cent book during the second part. 
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There were three educational programs on Saturday afternoon. The first was a power point 
presentation by Steve Ellsworth and Jerry Stubblefield on ways to collect early coppers. It was an excellent 
presentation, aimed at beginners. Steve and Jerry gave this program at FUN, to rave reviews. I was able to 
get a copy of the program from Jerry. I’ll let you know how it goes over with my local club. 

I missed most of John Wright’s talk on large cents (I was buying an 1834 N-5!), but did manage to 
catch part of Jon Lusk’s and Bill Noyes’ presentation on their DVD project. Talk about images! I just wish 
it didn’t cost more than my most valuable copper. 

This EAC really brought home to me an understanding that the convention is not really about the 
coins - it is about the people. Of course, there were all those I have met and gotten to know at prior EACs 
and it was great to see old faces. But this EAC seemed to be one of “new” faces for me. 1 met Fred Iskra 
and had several good talks with him. I even discovered we shared a non-copper collecting like - 
counterfeits. I also talked a lot with Randy Snyder, another person I met for the first time. I also talked to 
Walt Husak several times and especially enjoyed his aircraft fittings scattered among the large cents. But 
the best new friend I made was Randy Otrey. Randy is a Las Vegas resident who owns one large cent, but 
he spent the better part of a day showing sale lots and meeting other EACers. Randy and I also spent some 
time talking numismatic literature. Welcome to EAC, Randy. 

A good roommate can make or break a convention. This year, I was blessed with a great 
roommate, Steve Ellsworth. Steve was a great conversationalist (duh!) and had a few “goodies” to look at 
(like the 1793 S-5 “membership” badge pictured on page 49 in the Breen book). He didn’t even wake me 
up the night I went to sleep before him. What more can I say? 

Saturday night brought the sale, which still puzzles me. How can lot 46, a double struck half cent, 
sell for only $80? And what about lot 214, a 1796 draped bust cent? It went for $1200, almost 2 !4 times 
CQR. While it was a very nice coin, I was surprised it was THAT nice (besides which, that was one of my 
targeted coins in the auction - it just went way above my limit). The entire sale seemed to go that way, 
some coins selling for far above CQR and some selling for far below. I wish I had had more money. I could 
have filled a few more holes in my collection at very decent prices. I could have even stocked a decent (for 
me) inventory! I also wondered (and still wonder) what the sale would do to pricing in CQR. Only time 
will tell.... 

I filled two holes in my collection through the sale, an 1830 N-l 1 (AG) and a G4 1797 S-133. The 
S-133 was mine for the princely sum of $66 (including the buyer’s fee)! A cherry pick at a show, a steal at 
EAC! I didn’t even have to bid on an 1834 N-5. I had already filled that hole Saturday afternoon, when 
Mike Packard offered his specimen to me. It was a no-brainer deal, and I bought it. The coin is a pleasant 
VG and a welcome addition to my collection. 

After the auction, I hoisted a beer with Mark Switzer and we talked politics. By then, it was 1 am 
and Sunday morning had already arrived. Off to bed. 

Sunday morning brought an early check out, as I had to leave soon after the General Meeting, 
where awards and announcements are made. I was honored with the Editor’s Award this yearThank you, 
Harry, for the award. It may even help me “pump out” a few more “Talking Beginners” columns. 

Then it was off to the airport and the flight home. 

So, what’s in store for EAC 2003? We’ll just have to see next year in Cincy. I can hardly wait. 

*********** 

From Mason 's Com and Stamp Collector 's Magazine, Volume III, Number 2, Feb 1 869 

Wanted - A 1799 U.S. Cent 
by G.H.W.* 

Who’s got a bright red “Ninety-nine” 

Without a blemish on its pretty face; 

Each side alike - quite true and fine, 

In fact, the first of its red-featured race? 

Its weight in gold I’ll freely give, 

And add an ounce to any gent 
Who on this mundane sphere doth live, 

And has command of such a cent. 

*G.H W was George H. Weils of Philadelphia, a real estate agent and partner with Mason 
in publication of the magazine (Submitted by Pete Smith.) 
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MISSING SALE LOT AT EAC ‘02 
Dan Demeo 


During the viewing of coins for the sale at EAC’02, one of the coins disappeared. Easily 
identified, the coin was a condition census Sheldon 242, the coin used as the plate coin in 
the Breen/Borckardt book. It’s Noyes/NumiStudy number is 24221 . The coin has been 
pedigreed back over 50 years, having been lot 391 in the J. C. Morgenthau sale of the 
Howard R. Newcomb collection, and later owned by Blaisdell, Loring, McHenry, Smith, 
Bland, and Ralls. 

When last seen, the coin had been coated with a hard material, lacquer or polymerized oil, 
in which many tiny fibers were embedded. Many of the small marks which appear in the 
photo are actually these fibers. A photo of the coin is included below, but it is also plated 
in both the Breen reference and the EAC Sale catalog. 



If you see this coin, contact an EAC officer, listed in the front of the current Penny-Wise. 

EAC President Jon Warshawsky adds, 

Special thanks to Dan Demeo for his writeup of the sale lot believed to have been stolen from the 
lot viewing area for our private EAC Sale. Shortly after the convention, on behalf of EAC, I filed 
a report with the Las Vegas Police Department and with the Orleans Hotel. I also notified major 
auction houses and grading services personally. While there was some discussion at the 
convention as to whether the coin had been accidentally borrowed or misplaced, your Board— and 
now the Las Vegas Police— consider the coin stolen property. 

We will be implementing new procedures for lot viewing beginning in Cincinnati next year to 
ensure that there is no repeat of this loss. I apologize in advance for the diminished ‘openness’ of 
our lot viewing, which has always been an enjoyable aspect of the convention. Mark Switzer will 
be our new Lot Viewing Coordinator, and will work with me to enforce the new rules. 

In the meantime, anyone with information regarding the stolen S-242 may contact me directly at 
(760) 832-05 16 or the local authorities. We are optimistic that the coin will be recovered. 
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2002 EAC Sale Report 


2002 Convention Financials 


Hammer total: 

$413,305.00 

Ccmmissions collected 

10% buyer's fee $ 

41,330.50 

Seller's total 

5,125.90 

Buy-back fees 

2,953.25 

Total ccmmissions 

$ 49,409.65 

Donated lots 

2,090.00 

Total sale income 

$ 51,499.65 


Expenses: 


Catalog printing 

$ 13,176.00 

Catalog shipping 

5,200.00 

Sale insurance 

450.00 

Catalog binding 

600.00 

Photo reprints 

200.00 

Hardbound catalogs 

282.00 

Pre-sale lot postage 

: 493.75 

Photos for catalog 

381.51 

Supplies 

104.90 

Phone & copies 

68.19 

Total expenses 

$ 20,956.35 


Net profit frcm 2002 EAC Sale is $ 30,543.30. 
Copy of this report 

and M & G check # 1888 for $ 30,543.30 
forwarded to EAC Treasurer. 


Respectively submitted, 

Bob Grellman, EAC # 575 
M & G Numismatic Auctions, Inc. 


Sale: 

Catmissions 
Donated Lots 
Sale Costs 
Stolen Lot 214 


$ 49,409.95 
2,090.00 
-20,956.35 
- 7,500.00 


Net Sale $ 23,043.30 


Convention Receipts: 

Bourse Fees $ 9,571.08 
Hospitality Donat 2,570.00 
Hotel Refund 35.32 


Total Receipts $ 12,176.40 


Convention Costs: 


Meeting Roams 

$-15,185. 

.41 

(Ihcl Security) 



Table Rental 

- 1,942, 

.00 

Cases & lamps 

- 2,695. 

.00 

Electrical 

- 910, 

,00 

Advertisements 

- 415. 

.75 

Printing 

- 190. 

.64 

Badges 

- 115. 

.82 

Conv Photos 

30. 

.35 

Bourse Refund 

- 420. 

.00 

Total Costs 

$-21,904. 

.97 


Total Convention 2002: 
Receipts $ 12,176.40 

Costs -21,904.97 


Net Convention $- 9,728.57 
Net EAC Sale 23,043.30 


BOITCM LINE $13,314.73 


This year your EAC Board of Governors voted to extend first-class 
delivery of Penny-Wise to EVERY EAC member at the former third- 
class dues rate. This amounts to a $10 per member dues-subsidy 
by the annual EAC Sale, for a total cost to EAC of about $12,000 
per year. This will continue for as long as we can generate the 
funds to support both the Convention and the dues subsidy. 


John D Wright 
Treasurer, EAC 


************* 
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OPEN LETTER FROM THE EAC PRESIDENT 

Jon Warshawsky 


It's Memorial Day as I write this and the delightful copper stupor that follows me around 
for a month after the EAC convention is regrettably nearly gone, replaced with the realities of 
earning a living in a digital world. In a year in which many companies and organizations have 
scaled back or cut their annual meetings, EAC persevered. Las Vegas 2002 was not heavily 
attended, but those who made the trip saw some great coins, made a few friends and had a 
couple of memorable nights out. With all the patriotism and flag waving of the past year, it is 
always great to talk, drink, eat and drink with EAC'ers, because for all of the general sentiment 
not many people appreciate and cherish the history of the United States the way we do. Is it 
worth a few hundred bucks to hold and admire a half cent from 1809 while your neighbor 
spends the same amount on a DVD player? Absolutely. 

The convention is the unifying event for us, but if you're like me you rely on fellow 
EAC'ers for advice and encouragement year round. I had a few thoughts to share as we count 
down to Cincinnati. 1. If you have not already done so, get on Region 8. For some of our 
members, this means getting an email account. Even if you're not a computer hobbyist, an 
email account is getting to be a necessity, not unlike the telephone in the last century. Region 8 
is free to EAC members. It's like a year-long EAC convention online. Mark Switzer 
(dc181@olg.com) is our R-8 chairman. Drop Mark a note if you want to be involved. We 
congratulated Mark on his 300th weekly newsletter in May. 2. Come up with an idea for our 
Educational Forum - for Cincinnati or for San Diego. Chuck Heck is our Educational Forum 
Chairman. We may not have a monopoly on coin wisdom in EAC, but possibly something close 
to it. If you're into coin photography, provenances, die states, blundered edges, building 
exhibits, eBay bidding, numismatic literature 101 or just have a story to tell, contact Chuck. The 
Educational Forum is the core of the convention. If you want to run your idea by me, drop me a 
note at jwarshwsky@dc.com or contact Chuck at cfheck@ix.netcom.com. 3. Plan an exhibit. 
Steve Carr is our Exhibits Chairman beginning with Cincinnati next year. We have had some 
world class exhibits at EAC, and want MORE. Steve is scarr4002@aol.com and has been 
involved in ANA Exhibits program - so if you want real guidance to develop your skills, EAC has 
the right guy to help. Run your ideas by Steve or by me. Yes, I get a ton of email, but email 
from EAC'ers is a welcome relief from the usual. 4. Write a short piece for Penny-Wise . When 
I joined EAC in 1991, I thought only "the important collectors" get their words published. Then I 
figured out that everyone in EAC knows something about something and has his own "flavor" to 
numismatics. If you really have absolutely nothing to write, send in a paragraph about how / 
why you started collecting early copper. 5. Present a short bit on collecting early copper at a 
local show, convention or school event. When I did my MBA, my best course was a seminar of 
public speaking. The professor made the point (and used video to prove it) that when we 
presented on topics for which we held a passion we were extremely effective presenters. 
You're passionate about early historic American coins. Do it. If you have Microsoft PowerPoint 
on your PC, I am willing to share a presentation I developed for the Long Beach Convention 
(June 8). 

EAC 2004 . . . EAC 2004 will be held in San Diego from Thursday, April 15 through 
Sunday, April 18, at the San Diego Marriott Mission Valley. Of course our 2003 convention will 
be in Cincinnati, and I will have more details at that time. Convention co-chair Bim Gander and I 
met in May to review the facilities and we're looking forward to hosting a memorable event -- 
both numismatically and socially. The decision to host EAC 2004 in San Diego was based on: 
1. An informal poll of the membership, as well as several emails, indicating solid support 
for having EAC '04 in southern California. Some of our most supportive members are based 
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on the East Coast. I received several thoughtful letters and messages from longtime members 
who pointed out that attendance might be lower because many members live in the Midwest (as 
I did until the mid ’90s). This, in combination with the great work of Rod Burress and Paul 
Padget, is why our Cincinnati conventions are always successful. However, as a West Coast'er, 
I had great time at our gatherings in Boston, Fredericksburg and Cape Canaveral. If you enjoy 
the social and scholarship aspects of EAC as much as I have since I joined in 1991, San Diego 
is going to be among the best conventions. Most importantly, you don't need a divorce or long- 
term babysitter to attend EAC 2004 — San Diego is a vacation destination second only to 
Orlando for spouses and children, a shopping mecca and a beach resort. No one ever had to 
be convinced to come out here for a week or so. You might want to plan a mini-vacation around 
EAC. More information to come. In the meantime, we wanted to give you plenty of advance 
notice to shop for the best airfare. Southwest Airlines is strong in San Diego - and they're 
cheap and on-time. Just eat before you get on the plane. Our convention dates are the week 
after Easter and Passover, and should allow our members who are tax professionals (my father 
is a CPA, so I grew up knowing that April 1 5 was the 'real' new year) to make the trip. 2. Rabid 
enthusiasm from our southern California EAC group that meets at Long Beach. I floated 
the idea at our Long Beach EAC meeting last year and the Region 7 crew desperately wants 
you to come to San Diego to prove that palm trees, sunscreen and Pacific sunsets absolutely 
compel the contemplation of early copper. Just as Bill Eckberg, Steve Ellsworth and Company 
made Fredericksburg (2001) one of my favorite conventions ever, an enthusiastic team makes 
all the difference. We promise -- you will have a great time in 2004. 3. A great facility. Our 
conventions are very difficult to place, especially in major vacation cities, and Bim and I agreed 
that we were fortunate (because of early planning) to find a hotel that meets EAC's budget and 
space needs and is in the middle of everything. $7.50 gets you from the airport to the hotel, and 
the local trolley (a dollar or two) gets you to Old Town San Diego (Mexican and other great food) 
or the Fashion Valley shopping area -- important even for non-shoppers for evening drinks and 
socializing. We won't bore you with more details yet -- except to say that our reception and our 
bourse location in 2004 will be unique in EAC history. Stay tuned. Much more information will 
appear in P-W after our Cincinnati convention. Our extracurricular event planning team 
(actually, Bim) came up with some imaginative ideas for pre-convention excursions. So, if you 
want more than the usual amount of copper-buddy-bonding, San Diego is where you'll want to 
be in '04. 


************* 


NEW CANDIDATES FOR MEMBERSHIP 


The following persons have applied for membership in EAC since the last issue of P-W . 
Provided that no adverse comments on any particular individuals are received by the 
Membership Committee before the September issue of P-W . all will be declared elected to full 
membership at that time. Chairman of the Membership Committee is Rod Burress, 9743 
Leacrest, Cincinnati, Ohio 45215. 


NAME 

CITY, STATE 

MEMBER# 

Ted Hammack 

Norwalk, CT 

5040 

Ronnie Duncan 

Cleveland, OK 

5041 

Mark Engelstad 

Lake Oswego, OR 

5042 

John McGinty 

Stanton, CA 

5043 

Mitchell Gray 

Newville, PA 

5044 

Robert Doyle 

Bremerton, WA 

5045 

Paul Fillmore 

Maple Grove, MN 

5046 

Gary W. Hahn 

Eureka, MO 

5047 

Robert Skuy 

Tulsa, OK 

5048 


************* 
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GREATER CINCINNATI NUMISMATIC EXPOSITION, 20-22 SEPTEMBER 2002 


Midwest EAC members are invited to attend the 2002 Greater Cincinnati Numismatic 
Exposition at the Sharonville, OH, Convention Center, 11355 Chester Road, Sharonville, OH 
45246. The convention center is about 15 miles north of downtown Cincinnati, just south of I- 
275. To reach the convention center, take the Sharon Road exit #15 off 1-75. Go west 1 block 
and turn right onto Chester Road. The convention center is about 1/2 mile on the left. 

Show hours: Friday 10 AM - 6:30 PM 
Saturday 10 AM -6:30 PM 

Sunday 10 AM - 4 PM (but expect some dealer vacancies) 

There should be approximately 1 0 EAC member dealers in a 150 table bourse organized 
in conjunction with the Central States Numismatic Society Fall Show. This is also a major paper 
money event with an auction and many tables devoted to paper money. 

There will be an informal EAC get-together in the lobby at the close of the bourse on 
Saturday. 

Rod Burress 513-771-0696 

Paul Padget (Bourse Chairman) 513-821-2143 


************* 


ROD BURRESS, EAC #109 9743 Leacrest Cincinnati, OH 45215 

For Sale 

#4 Soft Jewelers Brush $8.50 each 

Jewelers Tissue 4 x 4 inch sheets box 1000 $7.00 pkgof250 $2.50 

Xylol 4 oz bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips $3.50 

Acetone 4 oz bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips $3.50 

Wooden Stick Q-tips $4.50 per 500 $8.50 per 1000 

Cast Iron Notary Machine converted to make alum foil pressings $34.00 

Cast Iron Notary Machine unconverted for the do-it-yourselfer $16.00 

Heavy Duty 28 lb. Kraft 2x2 Coin Envelopes colors gray, brown 

PkgoflOO $3.25 box of 800 $21.00 send SASE for sample 

Cotton Liners 100 percent soft cotton flannel interior 

Fit Inside Standard 2x2 Coin Envelopes SASE for sample $25.00 pkg of 100 
VIGOR 10X Triplet magnifying glass very high quality optics 

Best glass on market to my knowledge for its size and price 
Extra wide 13/16 inch lens aplanatic, achromatic $44.00 each with cord 

Attribution Guide for Matron Head Cents 1816-1835 $5.00 approx 37 pgs 

Superior Galleries Auction Catalogues Please call or write 

Add $4.25 per order ($5.00 western states) for shipping. Shipping by UPS - You must give a 
street address. 


************* 
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A COIN CONUNDRUM: 


ANTEBELLUM ELECTROTYPES DISCOVERED IN VIRGINIA 


Thomas Kays 


I seek your help and the help of Penny-Wise readers in solving a coin conundrum. A construction 
foreman, working on the subbasement of a colonial home in Virginia showed me a small 
collection of old coins that he said had “dropped through the slats” of the floor long ago. He had 



Figure 1 . Lot of old coins found under the floorboards of a colonial era house in Virginia 


The oldest part of the house probably dates back to the American Revolution, with later additions 
and renovations done perhaps about 1820 and 1860. The oldest part had been used as a 
commercial greenhouse for many years. It underwent a major renovation recently including the 
removal of the old floorboards in order to update the drains beneath. As a crew of two manual 
laborers began pulling up the floorboards, one of the laborers apparently eyeballed an old coin on 


- 196 - 




the surface of the subfloor, unbeknownst to the other. On a break, he offered to sell his old coin 
to the second laborer for $100. The second man declined and eventually told the foreman that 
evening, after the first laborer had departed. When shown an old “Redbook” by the foreman, 
who was attuned to relics, the second laborer pointed out the “chain” cent reverse as what he 
remembered about the missing coin. His identification was quite sketchy, but he was fairly 
insistant about the chain design. The foreman talked this over with the property owner and they 
agreed to look for more booty in the basement together. Anything else found would be promptly 
turned over to the property owner. The foreman began screening soil from the sub floor, the next 
day, and turned up thirty old coins, along with the typical artifacts you might expect for a site of 
this age. (See figure 1.) The foreman brought the coins into a local coin shop, as some were like 
nothing he had ever seen before. He described some of the coins as having a “split personality”. 
I had just one hour to inspect them before they were to be turned over to the owner. Figure 2 
shows a close-up of one of the dateless Matron Head large cents that is near to falling 
apart. The rim has split all around. 



Figure 2. “Split Personality” Dateless Matron Head Large Cent showing rim separation. 
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The surfaces of the coin show the heavy green corrosion of copper-based cents that you 
might expect, after burial for a century and a half, and lately bathed in acidic plant 
fertilizer for over a decade. After a little handling, the foreman was most surprised when 
one of the large cents actually did split apart. Figure 3 shows the obverse/inner reverse 
and the reverse/inner obverse of the split 1827 Large Cent. The foreman described it as 
having a “red glue” holding the front to the back. Six other US large cents and two US 
half cents were similarly constructed in three pieces, front, back and rim. 



Figure 3. Split 1827 Large Cent (Obverse and inner reverse pictured right, Reverse and 
inn er obverse pictured left) [Note the weak “heads” image on the inner reverse] 


The 1827 split obverse weighs 5.5 grams and its reverse weighs 5.9 grams. An 1817 
dated split personality large cent, still hanging together, weighed 11.7 grams and an 1818 
weighed 1 1.5 grams, whereas a genuine large cent should weigh 10.8 grams. 



Figure 4. Edge detail of “Split personality” large cent shows the applied copper rim 
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Figure 4 shows the copper rim of one of the split personality coins as being a several 
piece affair that was carefully applied after the “red glue” dried. Of the eight split 
personality coins there were large cents dated 1817, 1818, 1827, 1829, two crude 
dateless large cents of the same style, and two dateless half cents, one Draped Bust and 
one Classic Head. The remainder of the hoard seemed to consist of genuine coins. The 
oldest in the hoard was a common Charles III half real of Mexico dated 1782, with Mint 
Master “FF” seen in figure 5 with a peculiar brownish mottled look. 
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Figure 5. 1782 Charles III half Real of Mexico shows a strange brown patina 


Also included were one genuine Seated Liberty dime of 1853, two thick Copper-Nickel 
Indian Cents and a thin (bronze) Indian Head Cent (1864) as were four US half cents (one 
dated 1809). Eighteen large cents were present, the earliest, a genuine 1806, and the 
latest a genuine 1849. A small English copper from the early reign of Queen Victoria 
was also included. The last item in the collection was a piece of the bright “red glue” 
which was the first thing found by the foreman. It weighs 0.9 grams. It seems to be a 
thin metallic sheet (solder?) that a metal detector can register. (See figure 6.) 



Figure 6 Separate “Red glue” piece shown in relation to the split 1 827 large cent 
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I think the “red glue” is not ferrous (iron based), since it has the bright color of cherry 
cough syrup, instead of the dull, dark red that iron achieves after 150 years in the ground. 
The split personality coins are all properly aligned front-to-back, “coin-turn” wise. They 
are so small in denomination, just one lousy cent, that the time it took to make the two 
pieces, glue them together, and apply a copper rim rules out financial gain as the motive 
behind counterfeiting them. I’ve seen a non-dug Magician’s coin of the period where a 
two reales reverse was welded to an 1 848 large cent obverse; but these split personality 
coins have proper and matching obverse/reverse pairings, rendering them uninteresting as 
magician’s props. I’ve seen box coins, usually made of silver dollars, hollowed out to 
carry miniature tintype pictures or other contraband, but these split personality coins have 
no inner space, being filled-in with “red glue”. The obverse/reverse pieces could well be 
crude sand-cast counterfeits as they are so irregular in detail, yet true to form. It is hard to 
tell how they were manufactured, in comparison to the genuine coins, due to the harsh 
chemical environment from which they come, which imparted massive porosity and 
discoloration, even on honest silver. Bad cast pieces should have sprues and odd raised 
areas where the sand compacted on pouring. Figure 7 shows one of the worst condition 
coins, a featureless disk with massive porosity and red patches erupting on its surface. 



Figure 7. One of the featureless large cents with red patches erupting on the surface 
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No new coins seem to have been added to the hoard after about 1865. My guess is that 
these fake pennies were cast or otherwise picked up in change just prior to the Civil War. 
I can see a creative “shill” with a number of these bad pennies, perhaps products of his 
own handiwork, caught up in that old house, while passing them by candlelight in a sharp 
card game. The game turns ugly when someone drops a fat penny and it thuds or worse 
yet splits apart. The shill to avoid exposure with more bad pennies deliberately drops 
them down a knot hole in the floor, where they lay outside genteel commerce, but not so 
far out that their depositor could not retrieve them one day. The shill moves on directly, 
perhaps at the prompting of his card partners, and the plank floor is eventually covered 
over with fresh wood after the Civil War. 

What I finally concluded (my best guess, really) is that this is evidence a den of itinerant 
electrotypists, learning their trade just prior to the Civil War. Electricity in the home was 
not a new phenomena before the Civil War, but it was a doubtful and scary proposition as 
the electric fluid was thought to leak out of its conduits and cause far greater mischief 
than the familiar gas lamps which could, and sometimes did, blow the house up or bum 
the house down. The young electrotypists must have used wet cell batteries to copy the 
obverse, and the reverse of what little pocket change they had left (after buying the 
batteries). This too, could explain the poor condition of the coins. One accident with the 
battery acid and the whole kit and caboodle might be dumped down the cellar. What the 
red glue is I haven’t a clue. The true motive for learning the electrotypisf s trade may be 
gleaned from a contemporary article in Harper’s New Monthly Magazine of March 1860 
that ran a double length, illustrated feature article recounting the recent phenomenon of 
“coin mania” in the United States. 


During the last four years the vein of collecting rare and valuable 

COINS HAS INCREASED IN THIS COUNTRY UNTIL IT HAS BECOME ALMOST A MANIA. BUT A 
SHORT TIME HAS ELAPSED SINCE A FEW COLLECTIONS, A DOZEN THEREABOUTS, 
COMPRISED ALL IN AMERICA THAT WERE WORTHY OF NOTE. THERE ARE NOW TEN TIMES 
THAT NUMBER, AND HUNDREDS OF SMALL COLLECTIONS IN THE HANDS OF YOUNG 
PERSONS, TO WHOM THIS SUBJECT SHOULD BE ESPECIALLY COMMENDED BY PARENTS AND 
TEACHERS. WE KNOW OF NO MORE PARDONABLE MANIA THAN THE COIN MANIA; AND 
ALTHOUGH NO MANIAS ARE TO BE ENCOURAGED, WE RECOMMEND THE PURSUIT OF COIN 
COLLECTING, WITHIN LIMITS, TO ALL YOUNG PERSONS. IT WILL AID IN THE STUDY OF 

history; will help to fix dates, events, and names in the memory; and will tend 

VASTLY TO INTEREST THE STUDENT OF THE PAST IN HIS SUBJECT.... BUT AT THE SAME TIME 
THE YOUNG COLLECTOR SHOULD AVOID THE EXTRAVAGANCE INTO WHICH SUCH PURSUITS 
ARE TOO APT TO LEAD. THE RECENT MANIA FOR COIN COLLECTING HAS LED TO THE 
DEMAND AND PAYMENT OF ENORMOUS PRICES FOR SOME PIECES OF COPPER WHICH WILL, 
IN A FEW YEARS’ TIME, BE REGARDED AS WORTHLESS. OF THIS CLASS ARE ALL COINS 
WHOSE VALUE DEPENDS ON ERRORS IN THE DIES, SUCH AS [THE LATIN MISSPELLINGS] E 

Pluribs Unum of New Jersey, or an Auctobi of Connecticut. It is advisable for 

THE COLLECTOR TO CONFINE HIS EFFORTS TO ONE CLASS OF COINS. THUS, IT IS 
SUFFICIENT FOR A YOUNG PERSON TO DEVOTE HIMSELF TO THE SERIES OF AMERICAN 
COPPER COINS, AND ENDEAVOR, AS OPPORTUNITY SERVES, TO MAKE A COMPLETE SET OF 
THESE IN GOOD .CONDITION. HE SHOULD NOT BE SATISFIED WITH THE ORDINARY RUBBED 
COINS OF COMMON CIRCULATION, BUT SEARCH FOR CLEAR AND HANDSOME IMPRESSIONS, 
OLD COINS THAT HAVE BEEN LAID AWAY IN CORNERS, AND THUS MAKE HIS SET AS FINE- 

LOOKING as well as a valuable set.(W. C. Prime: Coin in America. Harper's New Monthly 
Magazine. Volume 20, Issue 118, Harper & Bros. New York, page 478.) 
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Could the young coin maniacs of 1860, have been practicing on common cents, in the 
hopes of one day making convincing copies of real rarities that would trade for enormous 
prices? Young electrotypists must have been schooled, no doubt with many a student 
mistake made, and discarded, as they learned their trade. 

Penny-Wise readers, have you seen split personality coppers like this before? Can you tell 
more about the making and passing of bad, big pennies during the mid Ninteenth 
Century? How did the practice of electrotyping arise in America? How are electrotypes 
normally glued together? I would appreciate hearing your stories and ideas. If you 
contribute any interesting numismatic facts or theories to solve this coin conundrum, I’ll 
be sure to pass along the best of them to the foreman. I have faith in you and the EAC. 


P.S. If possible, please don’t print my address, but I would appreciate seeing any 
correspondence to the editor, forwarded indirectly after you see them, or in print in 
Penny-Wise , if they are really good. I happen to be working on a book concerning 
excavated colonial coins found in the former Tobacco Colonies, and this odd hoard, 
which is a bit late for my book, really did just fall into my lap one day as described above. 
I don’t know who now owns these coins, as the foreman was less than forthcoming about 
revealing the property owner’s identity, to preserve the site from fortune seekers. My 
pictures are low-resolution jpegs taken in a hurry and without my normal lighting, using a 
Sony Mavica. Sorry for the indifferent picture quality. 


Editor’s Note : My personal copy of W. C. Prime’s book. Coins, Medals, and Seals (Harper’s, 
1861), includes a pocket in the back, where its original owner, George Matson of Woburn, Mass., 
stashed contemporary newspaper clippings of numismatic interest. I append a number of these, to 
give some additional flavor of that era in which Prime wrote: 


Thanks again. 



Tom Kays 




The New Fiye-Cent Coin. Four separate 
specimens of the new flve-cent coin have been 
struck off and submitted to the Secretary of 
the Treasury as samples, from, which he will 
Belect'one for issue. Upon three ’of them is 
the head of Washington. 


$25 FOR 1799 CENT. 


The Coinage op American Goto. From the 
time of the discovery of gold in this country to 
June last, the amount of Amerioan gold re- 
ceived at the United States Mint in Philadelphia 
was as follows: California *656.718,873,11; 
Colorado, $9,783,071 ,23 ; North Carolina, $9,121,. 
307,03; Georgia, $6,909,3: 5,27; regon, $6,142,- 
433,84; Idaho, $2,808,386 07;. Virginia, $1,553,- 
874,41 ; South Carolina, $1,352, 969, 44; Alabama, 
$198,330,88; Tennessee, $81,106,75; Utah, $78,- 
509,14; Nevada, $66,208,12; New Mexico, $63,- 
023,53; Washington, $38,749,65; Arizona, $21,- 
650,83; Vermont, $278; J^kotah, $7,858,93; 
other souroes, $202,773,97. Total, *697,187,731, 


SeetMason’s Catalogue of prices p*id for 
Coins and Stamps. Mailed for 25 cts. April No. of 
Coin and Stamp Magazine put— 15 cts;, or fcl^er.an- 

slpfria. 


<2hl K FOB *92; $1Q fbr '91; $5 for 1804 ;*1 far I 
<©XO SeelMason’s Catalogue of prices paid 
Coins and Stamps. Mailed for 25 cts. April No. 


Coin and Stamp Magazine put— 15 cts;, or $1 perif 


$lQfbr.’91; $5 for ISM; $1 fbr 1809. 
Mason’s Catalogue of prices paid for 
nps. Mailed for 25 cts. April No. of. 



The new five eent com adopted yesterday 
>y the Secretary ot the Treasury is described 
as follows :-rOhTerse— 1 The Union shield rest* 
iins on tiedmrrow_s, denoting: peace; a wreath 
©i laurel crowning the shield, and above, in 
circular iormy the" motto “In God we trust.” 
He verse —A figure flye in the centre, encircled 
in thirteen stars set in rays, with the words 
•‘United States of America” above, and the 
Trord. “cents” below. 


Tee New Three-Cent Coin. The size of 
this new coin is precisely that of the dime in 
existence a few years ago. The obverse bears 
the head of Liberty, with the legend “United 
States of America,” and the date “1365.” The 
reverse has the Roman numerals “lit,” sur- 
rounded by a wreath. The edge of the coin - is 
plain, unlike that of the ten-cent piece, which 
s milled. When new, the piece has a silvery 
lustre, hut the large proportion of copper em- 
ployed will probably cause it to tarnish rapid- 
ly. The law authorizing the is3ue of this coin, 
passed March 3, 1865, makes it a legal tender 
for all sums not exceeding sixty cents, and 
prohibits any further issue of three-cent frac- 
tional currency. 


Gold in Iowa. A lump of pure sold, weigh- 
ing six pounds, was pick, d u |t weeks 
since by a poor boy who was fiehin#, on a 
creek near New Virginia, a small vilhge.in 
Clark county, Iowa, T)e finder was oSared 
$1500 for his treasure, which he [refu -etL He 
also* refuses to point out the exact locality 
where it was found, A a may well be imagined, 
there is considerable excitement in th.it region 
in consequence of the disoovery. 


023,53; Washington, $38,719,65; Arizona, $21, 


The total value of gold and silver bullion as- 
sayed by public and private assayers during 
the fiscal year 1865 amounted to $63,252,000, ot 
which sum $56,000,000 was the value ot bullion 
assayed in the Pacific States. Estimating the 
unassayed gold and silver in the Pacific States 
at about $5,000,000, the production of gold and 
suver in 1865 would amount to $61,000,000. The 
estimated production in 1863 was $48,000,000— 
an increase in two years ot $13,000,000. : 
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Big Joe’s Little Box of Coins 

and the French Comet 

Red Henry 


My grandfather Arthur Joseph Henry was bom in 1 89 1 in Lake City, Florida. Known as Joe Henry all his 
life, he was called “Big Joe” by the family. (This distinguished him from his oldest son and namesake, who 
was called Joe Baby, then Little Joe, then Doctor Joe.). Big Joe attended the University of Florida, studying 
accounting, engineering, and law. 


As a young man, Big Joe enjoyed an active life. He entered the U.S. Army during World War I, and was 
sent to France and Germany. In the early 1920s, as a member of the Corps of Engineers, he surveyed for 
railroad lines in the jungles of Central America, and then walked across the State of Florida twice, doing 
survey work for a cross-Florida barge canal. Finally he left the army for good and married my grandmother, 
Evelyn Whitfield, in 1923. 


Big Joe and Eve moved around quite a bit early in his working career, but they settled down in the mid- 
1930s, living with her parents in their spacious old frame house on Calhoun Street in Tallahassee. Built in 
1901 with several bedrooms and called (naturally) the Big House, the place had been 
enlarged over the years. One addition included a bedroom and bath at the rear of the 
second floor. There Big Joe and Eve lived as they raised their three sons, cared for 
her parents, and spent the last 30 years of their lives, while Big Joe worked as an 
accountant for the State of Florida. 

The Big House was a large and mysterious place for me to explore when I was 
small, but nothing there was more fascinating than what I found on a sleeping porch 
off my grandparents’ bedroom. There, in the top drawer of a large old-fashioned Big Joe’s 

dresser, was a small cardboard jewelry-store box which contained dozens of coins. large cent, 

After I began collecting in 1959, my grandmother Eve gave me the wonderful box. 1834 N-l 



Those coins were small round souvenirs which Big Joe had acquired during his youth and work in many 
countries. Apparently he just picked up whatever caught his fancy, and the sources of several of them are 
mysterious. The oldest coin was a small Roman bronze from the early 300s A.D., the “Constantinople 
commemorative” (Seaby-3890), with a nice glossy green patina. There were small, nearly-uncirculated 
copper and bronze pieces from the 1 800s, issued by the German states. There were several small coins from 
Italy, France, and Austria, along with a gold ducat from Holland, dated in the 1770s. 

There were farthings or halfpennies from every British monarch beginning with George IV, who came 
to the throne in 1820, down to George V, who reigned during World War I. There were handsome nickel 
Cuban pennies in the box, along with small-denomination coins from the Dominican Republic. (These were 
badly worn, bringing to mind the desperate condition of the people there.) There was a nice silver Mexican 
dime with a neat rim cud. Among the U.S. coins were three copper-nickel Indian- 
head pennies, saved as curiosities. 

All these coins interested me as a youngster, for I had seen nothing like them. But 
none of them holds more fascination for me now than three old pieces of copper. 

Perhaps the most important coin in the box, by today’s standards, was an 1834 
small-date cent, Newcomb- 1 . There is little or no wear on the coin, and it is a semi- 
glossy medium brown, but on the reverse there was a little residue, easily removed, 
of some whitish, granular stuff — perhaps the little boys, my father and his brothers, 
shined the coin up for fun back in the 1930s. I value it none the less for that. 



Inverness Halfpenny, 
1793 
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Another copper item in the box had a story behind it, though I did not learn so for 
many years. Conder collectors will recognize this 1793 Inverness Halfpenny. The 
lettered edge on this example reads PAYABLE AT MACKINTOSH, INGLIS, & 
WILSON’S. I wondered for a long time just why Big Joe had kept this coin. Then, 
later in my life, I learned that among his Georgia ancestors were a family named 
Mackintosh, from Inverness-shire, far to the north in the rugged mountains of 
Scotland. “Our” Mackintoshes came to this country in Revolutionary times. Big Joe 
must have felt confident that some distant cousin of his had issued that copper token, 
although he never talked much to me either about his ancestry or about any of the 
coins. 

Now we come to a case of parallel phenomena. First, let’s delve into Early 
American Copper for a bit, and discuss the 1807 Sheldon-271, the famous Comet 
Variety large cent. 

The “American Comet,” as we may call it, is remarkable for its die break behind 
Ms. Liberty’s head, which looks much like a comet in the sky. (For more details 
about this variety and how it got its name, see my article Which Comet was It? in the 
January, 1 999 Penny-Wise.) At top right is a photo of that distinctive die break. Note 
how the break extends from Ms. Liberty’s hair all the way to the rim at about 10:00, 
angling down slightly from left to right. 

Now we come to a third item from the little box. Slightly larger than a half cent, 
it’s a Half Sol of the French king Louis XV, who enjoyed a long and magnificently 
forgettable reign long ago. The coin’s reverse bears the royal arms along with the 
date, 1721 . The obverse features a bust of the king, his long hair elaborately styled, 
and the legend LUDOVICUS XV DEI GRATIA. So far, so good — this was all I noticed 
about the coin for a long time. But if we pay close attention, we will see a die break 
on the obverse — and suddenly it is deja vu, for we have seen nearly the same die 
break before. 

This die break extends from the king’s hair all the way to the rim at about 10:00, 
angling down slightly from left to right. The position and size of the break resemble 
the break on our familiar S-271 so much that we could say that this is, indeed, a 
French Comet! 



The American Comet, 
1807 S-271 

(EAC Library photo) 



The French Comet 
of Louis XV, 1721 



Time never stands still. Big Joe and Eve both died in the 1960s, and the vacant house was torn down. The 
lot was sold a few years later. Now a huge, modern brick residence stands among my great-grandparents’ 
gardens. But I kept a few things from the house. That little box of coins stayed with me through school and 
life, even as (in the customary way) I stopped collecting while college and work kept me over-occupied for 
25 years. After I began collecting again at age 41, 1 incautiously sold the gold ducat and a few other items 
from the box to finance early copper purchases. 

Most of Big Joe’s coins, however, are still with me, and here they will stay. The little cardboard box is 
gone now, but the coins rest on a tray all their own in my coin cabinet. There are 39 of them, ranging in size 
from the little Roman bronze to a big piece of Chinese “cash”. Few of the coins have much value in this day 
and age, but there’s at least one exception. I do sometimes wonder what Big Joe himself would say if he could 
learn of that 1834 cent’s market value today. That must be the only item from the box that is worth much 
now. But sometimes personal importance and market value are a long way apart, and nothing numismatic 
I own has fascinated me more, or taught me more over the years, than Big Joe’s little box of coins. 
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GRADING STANDARDS: US AND THEM 
Jack Conour 


Not surprisingly the first or second question asked about a coin is “What’s it worth”. Most of the time the 
silent question is “What’s the grade” - everyone mulls over that decision whether browsing cases, 
someone’s vest pocket, or the Internet. After all, it is some combination of grade and collector desire that 
sets the price. With all that has been written past and present on grading, and being quite cognizant of the 
gulf between the general market and EAC, I decided to try to develop some quantification of the difference 
between EAC grading and the general market. In order to relate to the general market, I chose to compare 
EAC grades from reputable dealers against slab grades using PCGS, ANACS, NGC, and PCI. Some of the 
newer grading services were excluded due to the small number of samples available - it should be noted 
that they were, in general, outside the ranges that will be reported here. The comparative database was 
comprised of sample pieces taken from price lists, catalogs, and other slabbed pieces that had been graded 
by persons generally considered to be experts in the field of copper coinage. Both half and large cents were 
used. They were combined to get a better comparison at the low end of the grading scale. The results were 
similar in each case. 

The purpose here is to give a general behavioral pattern and recognize that in some cases there was close 
agreement, albeit sparingly, particularly in the mid-grades. The usual caveat is given in that one should 
look at each piece, but do not be surprised if the grade is significantly different than the slab. The data 
collected were put into Excel and a standard x-y correlation graphed and calculated. The results are shown 
below: 


EAC and Slab Grade Relationship 



Several different models were tried but the second-order equation prevailed even within subsets of the data 
such as Expert A or B alone or by denomination. 


- 205 - 


XXXVI/ 211 


In order to get the data into a more usable format the following table was generated from the graph. 


Expected 

EAC Grade Slab Grade 


3 

5 

4 

7 

5 

8 

6 

10 

7 

12 

8 

12 

10 

15 

12 

20 

15 

25 

20 

30 

25 

35 

30 

40 

35 

45 

40 

50 

45 

55 

50 

58 

53 

60 

55 

61 

58 

62 

60 

63 

61 

64 

63 

64 

65 

65 


The behavior that surprised me most was the number of slabbed lower mint states that would appear to 
have wear, that for high-end pieces there was pretty much general agreement, and that the correlation 
coefficient (r-squared) was quite high. The fact that disagreement in the mid-range grades is greatest 
should not be too surprising given the fact that the variation within EAC was greatest there as well. 

I would expect that these data will probably prove more useful to the newer copper enthusiast as they will 
deal more with the local shows and the Internet than the advanced collectors who cannot find material 
without broadening their sphere of contact and buy more from EAC dealers or larger national firms who 
sometimes offer better grade copper. 


Editor s Comment : Anyone who thinks grading has gotten simpler with the advent of professional grading services 
isn’t paying attention. Consider the following real experience: 

1. In May of this year, I purchased a “raw” early American silver coin at Gray Sheet “Bid” for VF-20. 

2. 1 did this with full knowledge that the coin was strictly only Fine- 15 (the dealer, of course, graded it 
VF-20). 

3. 1 did this because by my personal analysis, the coin was choice and undervalued for the grade. 

This transaction reflected the seasoned collector’s approach B.S.E. (Before the Slab Era): 

1 . A coin offered at or behind “Bid” will be overgraded. 

2. Mentally acknowledging that as a “given,” is it overpriced ? Buy or pass accordingly! 

Simple, huh?-hardly, but consider the following (true) alternative: 

1. Grading service “X”- which I know routinely overgrades five to ten points on higher-grade circulated 
material-starts running ads touting how their certified coins do better than Gray Sheet at public auction, 
(hmmm— because their “20” is a “20,” whereas the raw Gray Sheet “20” is really a “15” or worse?) 

2. A couple of pages removed in the same issue of Coin World, a reputable dealer offers the very same 
date of early American silver coin that I had purchased, in a Grading Service “X” holder as Fine- 12, for 
essentially the same price that I paid, (hmmm-is this a premium price for a premium com, a “12” with 
claims to 15 or even 20 ?— or a stiff price for an average “12” coin, because the dealer believes it to be 
seriously undervalued in the current market?-or a ridiculous price for a seriously overgraded coin, a “10” 
or even an “8” coin, which the dealer hopes the plastic will help him peddle?) 

The answer to all of these questions is, I have no clue, and neither does anyone else who hasn’t 
personally seen the coin in question! Now tell me again how slabs have “simplified” collecting... 

************* 
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HALF AND LARGE CENT LIFESPANS 


Michael Gebhardt 


65. It used to be a man's life expectancy not too long ago. Not coincidentally, it was also the mandatory retirement 
age. Perhaps it's the median age for members of our beloved EAC community? For the rest of this article, think of 
65 as the lifespan of the Half and Large Cents we love to cherish and coliect. Think of lifespans as a way of looking 
at overlapping dates and lives between 1793 and 1857. 

The purpose of this article is just to put a little historical perspective on some more famous Americans who lived: 

■ At the beginning of the Chain Cent's emergence into everyday life, 

■ At the end of the reign of oversized Cents, and 

■ During the entire 65 year lifespan of the Half and Large Cents 

In the Beginning, these people were reaching the end of their lives: 

■ John Hancock (1737-1793), famous signer of the Declaration of Independence 

■ Roger Sherman (1713-1803), not so famous signer of the Declaration of Independence 

■ Patrick Henry (1736-1799), statesman, patriot 

■ George Washington (1732-1799), famous General and 1 st US President 
At the End, these people were just getting started: 

■ Thomas Edison (1847-1931), noted inventor 

■ Alexander Graham Bell (1847-1922), inventor - telephone 

■ Woodrow Wilson (1856-1924), 28 th US President 

■ William Howard Taft (1857-1930), 27 th US President 

■ George Eastman (1854-1932), founder Eastman Kodak 

These people were fortunate enough to have lived through the same entire lifespan of the Half and Large Cents: 

■ Washington Irving (1783-1859), author (ie. Legend of Sleepy Hollow) 

■ John Tyler (1790-1862), 10 th US President 

■ Martin Van Buren (1782-1862), 8 th US President 

■ Sam Houston (1793-1863), 1 st President, later Governor of Texas 

■ Winfield Scott (1786-1866), US General, last of the Whigs 

■ James Buchanan (1791-1868), 15 th US President 

■ Samuel B. Morse (1791-1872), inventor - telegraph 

Throughout the 65 year circulation lifespan of the Half and Large Cents, we have lives beginning in 1713 and 
ending in 1932, a span of 220 years and the first 28 US Presidents. So the next time you gaze longingly at that 
oversized copper sphere, think of the likelihood it may have been lifted out as pocket change from one of the 
gentlemen noted above. 

By the way, if you have any others to add to the lists above, please come forth. 


E ditor's Note : I personally had fun trying to add famous Americans to Michael’s lists. Among 
those present at the Beginning, I’d suggest Sam Adams (1722-1803); among those present at the 
End and living on into the twentieth century, I’d mention Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. (1841-1935) 
and John Philip Sousa (1854-1932). But I struck out in finding a name to add to the Entire 
Lifespan of our favorite series of coins— though a couple came close: William Cullen Bryant missed 
the Chains and Wreaths, but arrived on the scene in time for the Liberty Caps (his life years: 1794- 
1878); and William Hickling Prescott did the same (1796-1859)— the last of the Caps, in fact, could 
have been struck on his date of birth: May 4. From the other end of the Lifespan, Daniel Webster 
was a lad of nine when the first Chain cents fell from the press— but died five years before the End. 

*1* *1* 
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DO I NEED THE NEW G REET M AN BOOK? 


John D Wright 


At the EAC 2002 Convention Bob Grellrran released the latest edition of 
his variety reference for the U.S. cents of 1840 thru 1857. The prior 
edition (1987) has been long out of print, so even were this a sirrple 
reprint it would be VERY welcome indeed. 

But this is much more than a reprint. Remember that this series has 
been studied in great depth for less than forty years — and a lot has 
come to light in the last fourteen years. 

Let's hit seme of the differences I noted between Bob's 1987 "Attribution 
Guide for United States Large Cents 1840 - 1857" and his 2001 "The Die 
Varieties of United States Large Cents 1840 - 1857". First, the title 
is (minimally) different, though the spines of both books read "U.S. 

Cents 1840 - 1857". It's still a dark brown book with gold lettering, 
and the cover is new pebbled instead of smooth. If you thought that 
carrying a 4 . 0 pound book was a bother . . . well , now it's 4.4 pounds . 

So what has the extra poundage bought for us? Mast obvious is the added 
38 pages of photographs at the end — 2.5" diameter whole-coin pictures 
of 173 of the rarest varieties or most exotic die states of this series. 
Most of these are from Robbie Rrcwn's and Bob Grellman's collections. 

But more useful than this eye-candy is the merged, updated information: 
two previously-listed varieties de-listed, two previously de-listed 
varieties RE-listed, and thirteen new varieties added since the 1987 
edition. Information on collectible die states has been added to most 
varieties throughout the book, with notes on which die states are rare. 

The date "Position Reference Numbers" (ERN's) have been carefully reviewed 
and have been revised in the few places that such was needed. The old 
"Cent#" references have been deleted, since these confused several 
people and never really did catch on. For the first few editions, Jules 
Reiver's rearrangement, of the series (to Cent#s) was used. But the old 
Newcomb numbers are so firmly entrenched that this idea has finally been 
allowed to die a natural death. 

The line-drawings of each variety with die scratches, cracks, and breaks 
remain as they were — but n aw marks have been added wherever appropriate. 
Newly discovered varieties have their finders noted, so if you've been 
very lucky (and observant) here is your chance to see your name in print. 

Do you need this book? If die varieties of 1840 - 1857 cents mean nothing 
to you, no. If you have Bob's 1987 edition and it is FULLY up-to-date 
annotated, includes all the addendum pages, and still looks to be in 
Mint condition, no. If you absolutely can't stand to heft an extra seven 
ounces, don't want the extra pictures, could care less about die states 
on this series, and hate the threat of having to spend money for semething 
that is not actually copper, no. Otherwise, YOU NEED THIS BOOK! 


I don't collect the post-1839 series by variety, but I just HAD to have 
this book. It costs $100 postpaid frem Chris McCawley or from Bob 
Grellman. See their ad elsewhere in this issue of Penny-Wise . 

*1* ^ ^ *1* *1# J, *1* 

*T* *T* *T» v <T* *T* *T* 'T* -T" 
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Cherry Picking 

Steve Carr 

It has been about four years since I reported my “finds” in Penny Wise. During those four years, 
my cherrypicks were few and far between. None were very spectacular. But 2001 was a GREAT year! The 
most exciting part is that I cherrypicked with regularity last year, instead having long “dead” spells with no 
finds. I can only hope to do as well in 2002. 

My first “pick” of the year was an 1835 N-18. It was on a dealer’s list, attributed as an N-18 and 
graded VG8. I was skeptical at first - the price was about 1/8* CQR and this dealer did know early copper. 
What the heck, I thought, and called about the coin. They still had it. I reserved it, sent in my check, and 
waited for it to arrive. When it did, I found it was properly graded N-18! While this coin is only an R 4+ 
variety, it is still one tough variety to find.. 

My next find came at our local monthly show two months later. The coin was a nice VG 1797. 
When I looked at the reverse, I noticed the M in AMERICA was punched over an E. That made it an S- 128 
or S-129. 1 flipped it over and - yahoo! - the 7 was touching the bust. I had found an S-129, a real tough R 
5+. It is probably somewhere around #15 in the condition census. All for the cost of a common ’97. 

My third find was in the summer at the ANA Summer Conference. The coin was a 1798 S-177 VF 
detail but lightly and evenly porous. It was in a Colorado Springs dealer’s display case, unattributed. 1 
thought about buying it, but decided to keep my money and see what else turned up over the next two 
weeks (both Doug Bird and Tom Reynolds would have tables at the coin show mid-way through the 
Summer Seminar). I even “bragged” about the coin to a few of the students in the copper class. The last day 
I was there, I checked on the coin again. It was still in the case. I dickered with the dealer a little about the 
price and bought it. I grade it an average minus VG10. And all for the price of a commercial VG 1798. Not 
in the condition census, but still not a bad find for about 1/5* CQR. 

My next two finds came in the same shop in August. One was a holed large cent in a 2X2 
identifying it as a 1798. There was a square nail hole through the last digit in the date and the coin had style 
1 hair. It had VF detail and was lightly and evenly porous. When I flipped it over, I noticed there were no 
stems on the wreath. - certainly not a 1798! Six bucks later, I was the proud owner. Turns out to be an S- 
133. It’s a dog and I’m not sure how to grade it (a “0” grade because it is mutilated?), but it certainly fills a 
tough hole in my collection. And it is not too bad looking either, if you do not mind a hole! 

The second find was non-copper related (it sometimes pays to know about other areas of 
numismatics). It was a hardbound set of Dave Bowers’ Silver Dollar Encyclopedia. This set has been out of 
print for 10 years and had been selling on eBay for $350-$450. The set, still in its shrink wrap, was priced 
at $175. I bought it and resold it to a local silver dollar collecting friend. No profit, but I did make a friend 
for life! 

Time out! Calling a holed cent and a couple of books cherrypicks? What is this? They are not 
NC’s or R 7’s. In fact, one isn’t even a copper. Just what IS a cherrypick? Sometimes, it is finding that rare 
and elusive variety or die state. Always, it is economic. Why is cherrypicking an NC so great? Because 
finding one is the culmination of a quest, one that not many of us successfully complete. But perhaps even 
more important, a cherrypick lets you add a coin to your collection for a fraction of normal price. I figure a 
cherrypick is a copper priced at less than half the going rate. Your definition may differ. 

My next find was a choice XF45 1828 N-7 at a local coin shop. I know, it is only R 3 and this coin 
probably does not even make the second condition census (20* through 40* finest known). But is it ever 
beautiful. And best of all, it was priced at 1 /3 rd CQR. 

Our local club’s annual show in October produced the next two of my finds. The first was an 1 833 
graded VF by the dealer and priced at $45. The coin was stunning - a beautifhl VF35. When I attributed it, 
I found it was an N-4, the overdate and an R 4 that is tough in higher grades. As I was pulling my money 
out, the dealer said he would take $40 for the coin. His price was less than 1/10* CQR. 

My second find at this show was a 1796 S-97 draped bust cent. It was a nice smooth near choice 
light brown coin. I call it a VG10, but Tom Reynolds thought it was closer to a VG8. What the heck - one 
step in grade for ownership, right? And not a bad buy at 1/6* CQR. 

My last cherrypick was a 1797 S-125, also found at our local monthly show. The coin had a 
golden glittery color (poorly recolored I originally thought) and a smooth planchet. After buying it for 
about 1/8* CQR, I took it home and gave it a xylol bath. To my surprise, the golden “glitter” came off, 
leaving only a few “fresh” spots on the mostly light brown surfaces. I call it an average + VG8. 

No NC’s or R 7’s. Not even an R 6. But what do you think? Did I have a good year? 

Keep looking at those coppers. There are cherry picks out there just waiting to be found! 
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AUTHORIZING COPPER PLANCHET PRODUCTION AT THE MINT, 1852 

Submitted by Dave Bowers 

A LETTER 
FROM 

THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY, 

TRANSMITTING 

A communication from the Directors of the Mint, on the subject of the copper coinage. 


June 8, 1852. 

Referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


Treasury Department 

Mav 5, 1852. 

Sir: I transmit herewith a copy of a letter from the director of the mint, on the subject of the 
copper coinage, in which he suggests that so much of the act of 18th January, 1837, which 
obliges the mint to purchase copper planchets, prepared for the copper coinage, be so far 
modified as to authorize the preparation, in the mint, of said planchets, from copper bullion; and 
I respectfully recommend to the favorable consideration of Congress, that the department 
should be authorized to purchase copper bullion, and have the planchets manufactured in the 
mint. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THO. CORWIN, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 

Hon. Linn Boyd, 

Speaker of the house of Representatives. 


Mint of the United States, 

Philadelphia, April 17, 1852 

Sir: In a conversation which I had some weeks since with the Assistant Secretary of the 

Treasury, on his visit to the mint, I understood him to say that complaints had been made at the 
department that the cent coinage paid by the mint to Messrs. Willits & Co., the agents of the 
contractors for planchets, were sod by them at a discount. 

If this fact were true it would be productive of great injustice to the public, and be at the 
same time a fraud upon the mint, which, however, we can readily correct by withdrawing our 
contracts from the offending parties. I now, therefore, beg to be informed whether the charge 
against Messrs. Willits was supported by any such evidence laid before the department, as 
would justify me in examining into the subject, and respectfully ask the names of the parties who 
may furnish such evidence 

I embrace this occasion to refer to the plan by which, under the law, we procure copper for 
coinage, and to the objections to which that plan appears to me amendable. 

The thirty-third section of the mint act of January 18, 1837, requires copper bullion to be 
purchased by the treasurer of the mint; to be of good quality, "and in the form of planchets fit for 
passing at once into the hands of the chief coiner." In other words, all the operations of 
mintage, except the mere striking of the impression, are performed outside of the mint, and paid 
for by the government. 

The law provides that the weight of the cent shall be one hundred and sixty-eight grains. 
One pound avoirdupois of cent planchets will be, therefore, equivalent, in coins, to forty-one and 
two-thirds cents. But we can purchase a pound of planchets for twenty-eight cents; the 
different, therefore, between the actual cost of copper coins to the mint and the price fixed upon 
them by law, is about thirty-three and one-third per cent., which is a profit made by the mint. 

In paying for planchets we frequently return cent coins. The manufacturer, if he has got a 
better price for his planchets than their cost to him, with a fair profit, may be certainly tempted to 
part with the coins thus sent to him, on terms less than their par value. We have heard 
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insinuations that such is the practice, but have never had any proof of it. 

In the early experience of the mint there were reasons of convenience which justified the 
practice of purchasing copper already manufactured into planchets; but under our present 
organization we should experience no difficulty in performing ourselves every mint operation 
connected with this coinage. The copper could be purchased from the copper fund at the best 
price, and rolled, cut, milled, and coined within the mint, and sold only at par to the public at 
large. 

Under such a plan there could be no danger of an overstocking of the market with copper, 
as now perhaps is the case as far as the distribution of the pieces is made by the manufacturers 
or their agents. We should avoid also the importunities of parties desiring contracts with the 
mint for the sale of planchets, and the dissatisfaction caused by refusals on our part, or by the 
imperfect manufacture of the planchets delivered to us. We could also regulate our coinage of 
copper so as to conform to the exigencies of the mint. At present other most important labors 
are frequently interfered with on account of the irregularities in the supply of material for that 
coinage. 

All circumstances considered it would, it seems to me, be wise to make such an alteration in 
the mint law as would permit us to manufacture our own planchets, and I should be gratified, if 
you approve of this view, that you would call the attention of Congress, in any form you may 
deem expedient, to the subject. I append such a form of enactment as seems appropriate. 

Very respectfully, 


GEO. N. ECKERT, Director. 


Hon. Thomas Corwin, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 


An act to amend the existing laws relating to the coinage of copper. 

Section 1 . Be it enacted, c Sec., That so much of the thirty-third and thirty-fourth sections of the 
act supplementary to the act entitled "An act establishing a mint and regulating the coins of the 
United States," passed January 18, 1847, as requires the treasurer of the mint to purchase 
copper in the form of planchets, and to deliver them in that form for coinage, is hereby 
amended, so as to authorize such purchase either in the form of bullion or planchets, as may be 
deemed expedient; and that such copper in bullion or in planchets shall be delivered from time 
to time by said treasurer to the chief coiner of the mint to be coined; and all such copper shall be 
returned to the treasurer by the chief coiner weight for weight, without allowance for waste, if the 
same be in planchets; but if the copper be in the form of bullion, there shall be an allowance for 
actual waste in the manufacture into coins, but not to exceed ten thousandths of the weight 
delivered. 


************* 

MAKING SENSE 

John D. Wright, NLG 

Spanish culture posts a gain in Europe with the founding of the Prado Museum in Madrid 
to exhibit the Royal Art Collection. But in the Western Hemisphere, Spanish losses within her 
American Empire continue. 

Chile proclaims her independence from Spain. Andrew Jackson's 3,000-man invasion of 
Spanish Florida concludes the "First Seminole War", forcing Spain to cede Florida to the US 
and to relinquish all Pacific Coast territory north of the 42nd parallel (California / Oregon border). 

The Seminoles, though defeated this time, are still numerous. A generation later their 
vigorous defense of their territory will be called the "Second Seminole War" and will lead to their 
near annihilation. 
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The "Savannah" becomes the first steamship to cross the Atlantic (26 days). The first 
steamboat on Lake Erie, the "Walk-ln-The-Water", steams from Buffalo to Detroit. The 
American Fur Company opens a trading post on Lake Michigan. The site will later become the 
city of Milwaukee. 

The US-Canadian border is established at the 49th parallel from the Great Lakes to the 
"crest of the Rocky Mountains". West of this, the wilderness is open territory. The burned-out 
Executive Mansion in the District of Columbia has been restored and is opened for a general 
reception on 1 January. The formerly-grey Mansion now sports several coats of gleaming white 
paint and will hereafter be called "the White House". It will take another several years to furnish 
it. 


Illinois is admitted to the Union as the 21st state, its boundaries to include the village of 
Chicago. Slavery is prohibited by the new state's Constitution. 

The design of the United States flag has been static since 1 792 when there were fifteen 
states. After much discussion of many alternatives Congress sets the design of the US flag at 
thirteen horizontal stripes of alternating red and white (for the thirteen original states), with a 
blue field at the upper left containing one white star for each current state. On July 4th the 13- 
stripe, 20-star flag replaces the 15-stripe, 15-star "Old Glory" that had inspired Francis Scott 
Key in 1812. The flag gains a 21st star within months for Illinois, and will continue to gain 
another star during each of the next three years. 

Thin muslin dresses, low-cut and fitted, become the vogue for fashionable urban ladies. 
Editorial concern circulating about the new styles includes the questions: "Is this fashion in the 
best interest of the ladies' health? Are ladies in this attire in physical danger from fire? Do such 
dresses reflect the virtues of the wearer?". These demurrals have no impact on the popularity 
of the new styles. 

And amid momentous events and trivial concerns of life in 1818, the US Mint in 
Philadelphia continues its assigned task of producing coin of the realm. Gold coinage is 
resumed and silver coinage is expanded to include quarter dollars. But the vast majority of the 
five million coins produced this year are of the old trade-staples: cents and half dollars. Both 
silver denominations of 1818 come with and without an underdate -- the quarter dollar with 1818 
over 1815, and the half dollar with 1818 over 1817. 

Since my interest is primarily in old US copper coins, let's examine the cents of 1818. 
With over three million struck, this is a common year. Nine obverse and eight reverse dies were 
used in ten marriages (varieties). 

One variety of 1818 cent (N10) is VERY common since it comprised the majority of the 
Randall Hoard (1816-1820 cents, found and distributed in the late 1860's). This one is known 
by the thousands in and near Mint State. It has a prominent die crack through all the stars. 

Only two of the ten 1818 cent varieties are scarce. N2 is a bit scarce and is VERY 
popular due to its impressive die breaks above UNITED, eventually developing into a full cud 
(rim break) covering the tops of NITED and almost to S. 

The scarcest cent of 1818 is N4, which is usually found with a heavily bulged obverse 
die. This one has a close date with first and iast stars crowding it and a point of the first star 
pointing to the top serif of 1 . Once thought to be "extremely rare", I have by now seen almost a 
hundred of this variety. But it took me ten years of diligent search to find my first one -- and it's 
the thrill of the chase that adds a special zest to our fascinating hobby. 

************* 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


RON MANLEY writes. 

In the last issue of Penny-Wise, R. W. Julian attempts to discredit my hypothesis that 

400.000 uncirculated half cents were melted in 1 832. He appears to have lost sight of the reason 
why I made this proposal in the first place. Half cents dated 1828 and 1829 are significantly 
scarcer than expected from their reported mintages. No other half cent date (or dates) has an 
anomalously low survival rate relative to adjacent dates. Melts of copper coins reported outside 
the Mint around the time of the Civil War should not have skewed survivor populations of half 
cents dated 1828-1829. Washington Cilley’s order was received at the Mint before any half cents 
dated 1832 had been struck. Thus, all the half cents it had on hand were dated 1828 and 1829. 
The quantity Cilley ordered correlates well with the number I earlier had estimated as “missing”. 

Bob protested “it is pure speculation” that Cilley even received the half cents he ordered in 
1832. A new Mint facility opened the following year in Philadelphia and evidently, numerous 
Mint records around this time were not saved in the transition. It would have been quite unusual 
for the Mint not to have completed Cilley’s order. I am aware of only one order for half cents 
received at the Mint that went unfilled (placed in 1816— a year when no half cents were in Mint 
vaults and when no further coinage was anticipated). Do we know with absolute certainty that 
Cilley’s order was filled? No. But it is the only reasonable conclusion. 

In 1972, Bob proclaimed in Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine that over 230,000 
uncirculated half cents were melted at the Mint in 1830 or 1831. He was mistaken— yet he 
evidently accepted his incredible claim without hesitation. In later years, he wrote that over 

160.000 half cents dated 1828-1829 were melted at the Mint for alloy. This claim has now also 
been thoroughly refuted. Thus, my proposal that Cilley’s half cents were melted is the only one 
that explains the survivor data. 

Bob twisted my words making his point (c): I never claimed that Cilley “bought copper at 
41.67 cents per pound ...because it was more profitable than buying copper at about 17 cents”. 
That would indeed have been “bizarre”. There’s an old saying: “You get what you pay for”. 
Bob implies that the inexpensive domestic copper available in 1832 (i.e., NY sheet copper @ 22.5 
cents per pound) was of the same quality as the imported copper used in coinage. Cilley may 
have believed that the copper in half cents was of a higher grade than was available locally. 
Believe it or not Bob, but people do sometimes pay more for better quality. 

It is worth noting that the Mint itself didn’t always use the cheapest copper available to it. 
From 1849-1857, the Mint purchased ready-made half cent planchets from Crocker Brothers & 
Company. These planchets cost the Mint 28%-46% more per pound than copper sheathing from 
NY would (30-42 cents/pound vs. 21.5-31.2 cents/pound). Since the Mint issued copper coins at 
41.67 cents/pound, it generally was assured of a profit. 

Lastly, Bob suggested that Cilley ordered 400,000 half cents in 1832 “for use in making 
change”. He purported this was “obvious”, although it would seem to conflict with his point (f). 
Putting things into perspective, this is an enormous quantity- weighing by Bob’s calculation, 2.1 
long tons. It is more than the entire half cent mintage reported for 1849-1853 and represents 
36.6% of the total mintage reported for 1828-1829. That’s a helluva lotta change, Bob! 

* * * 
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Bill Eckberg writes, 

I appreciate Mr. Julian's providing the long-sought evidence that two presses were used 
for cents prior to 1816. It is unfortunate that he didn't provide it before. Since half dollars and 
cents are of similar size, they could presumably have been struck on the same press(es), and 
there is no a priori reason to suspect that they never were. Nonetheless, evidence is better than 
unsupported claims. 

In the interest of trying to put this whole discussion into perspective, it arose because 
Craig Sholley challenged my use of half cent delivery records and surviving populations as tools 
to test half cent emission sequences. The presumption is that if multiple presses were used to 
strike half cents, delivery records would be hopelessly confounded as to the die varieties they 
contained. We now have convincing evidence that cents were struck on two presses in 1800 
(and that they were not in 1804), but still no evidence that half cents ever were. 

Emission sequences of early coopers have been largely developed by discerning minute 
changes in the shared dies of chain-linked varieties (die states), and to a lesser extent by 
planchet similarities, punch changes, etc. I have introduced the new tools indicated in the 
previous paragraph and rigorously established their general validity for testing emission 
sequences. While I have never claimed that these tools are applicable in every case, no 
evidence has been presented to disprove their general validity. I hope other new tools will 
continue to be developed that will allow us to test these assignments with ever increasing 
precision. 

Editor's Note : And here the matter RESTS, for now. 


John Ward writes, 

Through no fault of his own, Mike Packard misattributed the ownership of some of the 
exhibits in his 2002 EAC Convention article. Paragraph three on page 139 should be corrected 
to read as follows: 

Ron Widok exhibited an outstanding set of Nova Constellatios including the very rare 1786 1-A 
and a specimen struck in silver. Very nice. John Ward, Denis Loring, and Dan Holmes 
displayed die states of four interesting varieties -- John, the 1804 large cent; Denis, the 1839/6 
N-1; and Dan, the 1823 restrike cent (including one in silver) and 1831 N-12. A beautiful 
display. The 1831 N-12 die states have always fascinated me. Steve Carr had a nice exhibit of 
the various heads of 1839 which was truly a transitional year in large cent head styles. 

I do not know how Craig Hamling's name got into the paragraph; I take full responsibility 
for Dan Holmes' name being left out of the list of Exhibitors in the convention program. I 
apologized to Dan at the convention - now I want to set the record straight in Mike's story as 
well. It was not his fault that things went awry. 


************* 
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FROM THE INTERNET 

Bill Eckberg 


Region 8 has passed two more milestones. During the past two months, the number of 
subscribers and the number of issues both reached 300! This is a tribute to the great work J. 
Mark Switzer does in getting all of us our Copper Fix each Sunday night as well as a tribute to 
the level of interest that EAC members have in club goings-on, and to the Internet as a medium 
for quick communication. It's interesting. It's useful. And it's free if you are an EAC member in 
good standing. The first issue in May began with a note from Mark to the effect that he never 
expected the number of subscribers would reach even 100. He greatly underestimated the 
enthusiasm of the EAC membership and the quality of his newsletter. On June 9, he switched 
to a new and better system. The change was seamless and painless, at least to the readers. 
To join, send an email to Mark at dc181@olg.com. 

There was some discussion of the selection of San Diego as the site of the 2004 
convention. Some members were concerned that it is so far away from them; others were 
concerned about the room rate. Don Valenziano said that is just what rooms cost now. Mark 
kept a running list of members who indicated they would or would not attend a meeting there. In 
the end, a large majority of those responding said they would go to San Diego. 

Jon Warshawsky wrote that his Long Beach presentation / meeting will be Saturday, 
June 8 at 10 AM (changed from 11AM so eBay could begin its presentation at noon.) He 
expected a legion of extremely loud and excited copper people to show up to prove that EAC is 
where it's at. He delivered a 30-minute presentation on collecting early copper (Back to 
Numismatics: An Introduction to Early Copper) to which the public was invited. He told 

members to bring their plastic EAC membership card - it will save you several dollars on 
admission, enough for a down payment on a medium cookie or a small Coke or similar at the 
convention. The membership card elicited a lengthy, and funny series of postings. John Ward 
said that there was no such card and that its existence was an Urban Myth promulgated by 
Steven Ellsworth. Steve replied that it is not a myth. Mark indicated that his was pretty 
scuffed up and that he would like a new one. Dan Demeo and Mike Greenspan still have 
theirs. Stu Schrier, Gene Braig, Chip Cutcliff and David Lange reported getting cards. 
March Wells did not recall the circumstances when he received his. Some years ago, 15 or 
more, a card was sent to all members current at that time. Subsequent new members have 
been furnished a card since then. We buy them from Custom Credit Card, a company in 
Florida. Last purchase was 2500 blank cards. We have about half that number in stock at the 
credit card company. Rod Burress keeps the card company advised of new members, they 
emboss the cards and send them to Rod for mailing. This is not with each P-W notification but 
after a sufficient number has built up, to keep the cost down. 

H. Craig Hamling reported that the final prices realized in the EAC 2002 sale including 
the mail bid lots were posed on his www.uscents.com website. He also reported updates to the 
Club’s www.eacs.org website. 

Dan Trollan received a good suggestion for the EAC Large Cent Happening from Jim 
Neiswinter: a large cent error category. Early dates the first year. Middle the 2nd year. Late 
the 3rd year. There would be a coolest Error vote instead of one for best grade. Send in your 
ideas to Region-8 or directly to him to make this fun event even more fun. This is an interesting 
idea and could also be considered for the Half Cent and Colonial Happenings. 

Randy Snyder wrote on the subject of updating the Red Book ; The Red Book provides 
collectors with a topical view of the series. It lists most of the major varieties with a sprinkling of 
non-mint issues, tokens and popular die states. He has mixed feelings about the die states and 
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feels non-mint stuff should find a chapter of its own. That's right - list the 1804 restrike and the 
1837 half cent token away from the genuine coins. If die states are to be included, any book 
with a Knob on ear should also have a Mouse on head. He likes the idea of adding the T over Y 
variety. In the middle dates he'd like to see the following added: 1833 over 2 (N4), 1836 wavy 
head (N6&7) and a notation that there are three different obverses of 20/19. Since the 1847 
over small 7 is really a simple repunching, it should be delisted. Mark Switzer proposed the 
KISS (Keep It Simple, Stupid) method. He wrote that the more unobtainable, impossibly 
expensive coins which are listed, the more collectors will go on to a different series and give up 
on large cents before they start. While having three 1793s is a necessity, having multiples of 
most other dates is destructive in the long term. A reasonable effort to list only glaringly obvious 
and / or R1 varieties would benefit EAC and the hobby more than slowly filling the Red Book 
with dozens or hundreds of obscure and technical varieties without the detailed plates and 
descriptions found in the advanced reference works. Kermit Smyth and Nik Forster agreed. 
Nik is from Merrie Olde England and finding good copper over there is somewhat of a major 
event. But if they start pushing the barriers up even higher, foreign collectors (and many others) 
will be left in a rather nasty no man's land. It would dent the faith a little. A ‘What gives?’ feeling 
would surely prevail. So when you guys put forward that list, please think of the humble in 
pocket, and very humble in supply. Randy believes that the Red Book makes the market for 
some varieties that would otherwise be ignored. There are a lot of varieties that are not listed 
and don’t command much, if any, premium value. A worn die error is valued if it is a ‘37-D 
nickel or a‘22-D cent. A 1972 doubled die cent is highly valued only if it is the #1 die pair, the 
others have very little value even knowing that some of the 72’s are as strong and some are 
rarer than most other listed double dies in that series. Why did he buy that 1837 half cent 
token? Why did he feel so complete when he finally got that Knob? All because of that book - 
following the 'gotta have it if it's listed' logic. What does it take to be a Red Book listing? Are 
coins listed because they are popular or are they popular because they are listed? He thinks 
that it's a little of both. Along that same line, Your Humble Correspondent agreed and 
recommended that things only advanced specialists collect (such as original vs. restrike Proof 
half cents) and scarce to rare minor varieties (that are expensive enough without being Red 
Book varieties ) NOT be included. Major varieties, such as the 1802, reverse of 1800, half cent 
should be included even though they are rare. He also suggested that the mintage figures be 
updated since most have long been known to be wrong. John Whitney reported having 
suggested some years ago that for each year have a bracket listing the number of varieties or 
else they could be listed in an appendix. He said that Ken Bressett thought that would take up 
too much space and that the Red Book is meant to be a basic guide. That being the case, it 
seems even more clear that the KISS approach should be followed. Randy's last comment 
probably speaks for many of us, so he gets the last word on the subject: The thing that 

fascinates me about the updating the Red Book thread is that I started with the Red Book. I 
was unable to find enough information on varieties using the Red Book and found myself 
seeking earlier versions and other price guides and lists to give me more to shoot for. It was the 
Red Book's shortcomings that led me to EAC. 

Greg Heim looked for an EAC 2002 T-shirt, size XXL. By the next week he had one. 

Joe Gladkowski found a dealer on the Internet who sells Blue Ribbon Conditioner for 
$6.80. John Wilson indicated that it had been impossible to get for a while, then it was 
available everywhere! The new stuff seems to be more dilute to him. Does anyone know what 
the lubricant is? Does anyone know of alternatives for protecting your coppers with oil? So far, 
no responses . . . 

Steve Carr weighed in on the alleged new variety of 1820 cent that appeared a while 
back on eBay and has since disappeared. He is convinced the "new" 1 820 reverse is actually 
the reverse of 1832 N3. That suggests that there is no new variety, and the seller concocted 
the coin by accidentally (?) combining pictures of different coins. Paul Pattacini agreed. The 
mystery was apparently solved when Bill Luebke reported on an exchange he had with a 
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dissatisfied customer of an eBay dealer. The buyer went on to list other indiscretions by this 
seller, including that the seller often reused photographs of the reverses of the coins he is selling. 
The identity of that seller? Why, the same one who purportedly sold a "new" variety 1 820 cent, 
of course! To this seller's dubious credit, I am quite certain he did not purposely try to fool the 
Cent Fraternity (he's not that smart), but succeeded nonetheless. Roxanne Himmelstein 
reported that she has had several positive transactions with this seller, but has not bought early 
copper from him. 

Doug Bird's health continued to be a topic of conversation. Chris McCawley and 
especially Gail Baker provided updates and indicated that he is finally well on the way to good 
health. We are all very glad to hear that he was at the auctions and at his table in Long Beach. 
Welcome back, Doug. 

Fred Iskra and Ed Bode had interesting and funny comments about the high price 
expectations for the RSB III Sale (but see below). 

David Lange opened up a hornet's nest by asking whether members thought Breen LC 
numbers would replace Sheldon numbers. He considers Sheldon numbers impractical and 
even misleading, with some "NC" varieties now more common than some "S" varieties. He 
continued the plates in Noyes and Breen are of good enough quality that either book may be 
used, and Breen includes prominent cross references to Sheldon's numbers. I suppose one 
could then use either book for attribution, while retaining the Sheldon numbers. But I can't get 
over the fact that these numbers are awkward and obsolete. In my opinion, as someone who 
doesn't actually collect coins much anymore but who works with them on a daily basis, holding 
onto the Sheldon numbers is about as practical as looking for large cents in pocket change. 
Both are a thing of the past, and I'd like to see fellow EAC'ers enter into a serious discussion 
about the possibility of endorsing the Breen large cent numbers... While I don't like the Sheldon 
numbers, I can't swim against the tide alone. Still, I believe it's time to abandon sentiment and 
familiarity in favor of the better mousetrap. Even so, he says that NGC will not adopt Breen 
numbers until the market demands it. Ron Manley gave a detailed rebuttal to the proposal; 
unfortunately, it was too lengthy to include here. In the end, he proposed the following: If Mr. 
Lange wants NGC to be a leader, rather than a follower, I suggest that he have his company 
begin attributing the early cents submitted to them using BOTH Sheldon and Breen numbers. I 
would think this would provide the best possible solution. Julian Leidman also recommended 
using both numbers until the new ones are accepted. Charlie Davis thinks only the old 
numbers should be used. Coins are history and the historical nomenclature associated with 
them should not be tampered with... and it matters little if we call it Scarred Head, Apple 
Cheeks, S-24, Hays 17 or Chapman 8. Five names in 80 years is enough. But if numbering 
systems have changed so often in the past when new information has become available, why 
not continue to change them as previous generations have done? Scott Barrett thinks using 
Breen numbers for large cents would be heresy. Denis Loring doesn't see Breen numbers 
taking over. It's a matter of weight: Sheldon has the weight of history and tradition, and Breen 
has the weight of his book. Current collectors are used to Sheldon numbers, and new collectors 
won't use a system they can't carry around with them to a show. The Breen book was designed 
to be an encyclopedia and reference work, not the everyday backbone of the hobby, and I think 
that's how it will be used. Tom Deck takes a broad view. I would not be surprised to see the 
Breen numbers being the standard in a generation or so - it is a superior method of 
classification, based on its flexibility of adding new varieties, a la Newcomb numbers. 

Ed suggested an EAC convention in St. Louis. Jon and Dustin Massie supported the 
suggestion. 

Several correspondents, including Doug Strain, Dennis Patterson and Fred reported 
on the high prices at the RSB III / Weber auctions. Fred's lengthy discussion drew praise form 
John Keyes, Peter Koch and Jeff Gresser, but strong disagreement from Wes Rasmussen 
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Red Henry and Chip reported on regional meetings. 

Chip and Phyllis Thompson would like to see less bickering in P-W. 

Gail picked up the discussion of getting new members. From her perspective as director 
of education at the ANA, she is involved in many programs promoting collecting to young 
numismatists, the Summer Copper Seminar taught by Doug Bird and Steve Carr, and an Early 
American Copper Project she is developing with Doug for YNs. If you have questions or 
comments about these projects, contact her at education@money.org. 

Rick Coleman wrote that Mr. Weber kicked butt at his sale. Now if we can convince him 
to spring for email service, we all might be able to learn a little from a guy who has been 
collecting for 55 years. I know that I have. A letter writing campaign might work. 

Stu reported cherrypicking a nice, clean VG 1803 C-2 at the New England Coin Show in 
Mansfield, MA that he had been looking for for twenty years. 

Mark Hays is interested in obtaining information on digital coin photography and would 
like to hear from those Region 8 members who have successfully used a digital camera to 
photograph their coins - which camera do you prefer, what special techniques do you 
recommend, what light sources are best and any other information you would deem helpful. 

We will close with the following, which came from Clark "Pete" Jeschke, a new Region 
8 member, in his first issue. His perspective is different from what we usually hear, and well 
worth reading. 

1) There seems to be a lot of talk about increasing the membership. Why is it so 
important to increase the membership? Yes, it is important to get the word out so that copper 
collectors who would like to be members have the chance. And I suppose that the more money 
we have the more things the club can do. I have found that the bigger the organization, the 
more impersonal and difficult to manage they can be. Should getting more members be a goal 
in itself? There are lots of reasons people become members of organizations and the amount 
of time available to be invested in the organization is very different. I'm one of those members 
who has not been to the convention and am not a member of a committee. In short, I'm one of 
the guys that the more active members lament about for our lack of interest. To be honest, I 
love early copper, mostly for the history involved, but I do not LIVE it. My three sons are 12, 11, 
and 9. Is it surprising that running off to Las Vegas or even Fredericksburg for the EAC 
convention is not a top priority? If I were a dealer and copper was my livelihood things would 
be different, of course. But there are grumblings from the more active membership because we 
don't do or aspire to the same goals in our collecting. Just because we don't LIVE copper does 
not mean we don't LOVE copper and don't contribute to the club, even if it's just paying our 
dues. 

2) Attitudes of the experts regarding low grade stuff. I'm a collector of low grade stuff 
and proud of it. If I had an unlimited budget I hope this would not change. I like the G-VGs with 
VG being my favorite. For the money, they can't be beat. Just enough detail but still plenty of 
honest wear. But the real turn-on is the history. These are pennies that real people bought real 
bread with 200 years ago. Take that AU that someone just bought for 5K or more. Pretty, yes. 
Contribute to commerce? Oh, maybe once or twice before someone shoved it in their 
underwear drawer where it's been ever since. For me, that AU isn't worth the 5K even if I could 
afford it! When I reach VG or possibly a well-priced Fine I'm done with upgrading. Some things 
I never plan to upgrade and things in the S-264 ilk I will never have unless I'm fortunate enough 
to cherry pick. We low grade collectors understand those collectors who would rather have one 
EF than 5 VGs. Just please understand that all of us do not have the same goals. 

Have a great summer and send Mark some email: dc181@olg.com. 

************* 
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SWAPS AND SALES 


EAC'ers are invited to submit their ads for inclusion in this column. Ads up to twelve 
lines are free. ADS LARGER THAN 12 LINES MUST BE SUBMITTED CAMERA-READY, AND 
PAID IN ADVANCE. Due to increased production costs, effective immediately, a full page ad is 
$100. Graphic and halftone setup is an additional $60 per page. One third page is $35. Ads 
should be limited to early American Coppers or tokens. Deadline for material to appear in the 
September 2002, issue is August 31, 2002. All ads must include the individual membership 
number of a current member in good standing. Copy should be sent to the Editor, Harry E. 
Salyards, 606 North Minnesota Avenue, Hastings, NE 68901 . 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 

Early American Coppers, Inc. publisher of Penny-Wise , does not examine any of the material 
advertised in Penny-Wise , nor does it review any of the advertising therein. Early American 
Coppers, Inc. assumes no responsibility or liability for any advertisement (or the material 
described therein) and no part shall have recourse against Early American Coppers, Inc. All 
transactions arising or relating to any advertisement in Penny-Wise shall strictly be between the 
parties thereto. Complaints concerning advertisers (or respondents) should be referred to the 
President of Early American Coppers, Inc.; complaints may result in abridgment, suspension, or 
terminations of membership or advertising privileges. 

************* 

What others think of "The CENT Book" JOHN D. WRIGHT, EAC #7 

MARK KLEIN: The CENT Book is all I'd dreamed it could be and more. Reading it is like 
enjoying a personal chat with John. 

RICHARD STRILEY: Being a novice on large cents I found a number of other books confusing 
and hard to read. I have Adams, Breen, Grellman, Newcomb, Noyes, 
and Sheldon, but yours is the best. 

JULES REIVER: Your book is wonderful. This is the first coin book I have ever seen which 

can be used to attribute coins without having my coins available for 
checking. Your pictures are so sharp that they make attributing an absolute 
pleasure. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF - BUY YOUR OWN. See "The CENT Book" ad in this section. 


************* 


What others think of "The CENT Book": Mabel Ann Wright, EAC #78 

TOM DELOREY: I especially like the historical notes at the beginning of each date. It lends a 
warm, human touch that is missing from most numismatic literature published 
since Sheldon. 

WARREN LAPP: I can see now why it took so long to get it into print. John didn't leave out a 
thing. I am amazed at the photos. The book is perfect in every way, which is 
what I would expect from JDW. 

HERB SILBERMAN: Your book is beautiful! I congratulate you on the content. 

TONY CARLOTTO: The CENT Book is fantastic. The year-by-year history is a very nice touch 

and keeps you reading. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF - BUY YOUR OWN. See "The CENT Book:" ad in this section. 


************* 
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JERRY BOBBE, EAC #184 


P.O. Box 25817 


Portland, OR 97298 
(503) 626- 1075 


Madness, intrigue, political struggle, power, greed ... is it another pre-auction collusion 
session? No!! It's a series of early coppers that weaves one through the dawn of the Industrial 
Revolution and American Independence, the French Revolution, the political and social ills of 
Britain, and the lives of the elite and the commoner. BRITISH TOKENS! Send for your free 
copy of The Token Examiner, the world's most informative and entertaining price list of the 18th 
Century Aconder@ series. Superb quality, great rarities, bizarre die states, errors, trial pieces 
and patterns our specialty. This series has it all; and with the exception of expensive US related 
colonials (i.e., Washington pieces, Theatre at New York, et al), at prices not seen by large cent 
collectors for over half a century! 


************* 


CHARLES DAVIS, EAC #142 P.O. Box 547 Wenham, MA 01984 

Sole distributor for United States Large Cents by William Noyes. 
Volume I (1793 - 1814) & Volume II (1816 - 1839) $240.00 postpaid 

Volume I not available separately; Volume II only $ 85.00 postpaid 
Encyclopedia of U.S. Large Cents S-1 to S-91 $ 65.00 postpaid 


PHIL FLANAGAN, EAC #425 PO Box 1288 Coupeville, WA 98239 

Phone (360) 240-8366 flan@whidbey.net 

BRITISH TOKENS of the 18th century form a fascinating series of mostly copper coins that 
incorporate many ties with the United States. In general, this series of mostly half pence is of a 
similar size to U.S. Large Cents. However, I must point out that this British series usually 
appears in better condition AND cheaper than our Large and Half Cents. Since we take the 3 
major credit cards AND have a 21 day return policy, there's absolutely NO RISK! TRY US! 
Send for our free list listing hundreds of these beautiful coppers from FINE to PROOF. We also 
have many books on the subject which I'm sure you'll agree, makes collecting much more fun 
and interesting. Call me right now at 1-800-613-8731 for your copy! 

************* 


ATTRIBUTION & GRADING SERVICE 

I offer an attribution and grading service for Half Cents and Large Cents. This includes the 
variety designation, die state (if appropriate), and my opinion of the sharpness and net grade. 
This info will be placed on a personalized 2x2 card to accompany each coin. Price for the 
service is $1 per coin, plus return postage. No quantity limit, fast service, lifetime guarantee. 

Please note I am sold out of the Attribution Guide for United States Large Cents 1840 - 1857 . 
Estimated publication date for the third edition is 2002. 

BOB GRELLMAN, EAC #575 PO Box 951988 Lake Mary, FL 32795-1988 

(407) 321 - 8747 


************* 
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EXCEPTIONAL COPPER FROM THE 1790's: British tokens and books about them. We 

publish Dalton and Hamer, distribute the new 19th century copper token reference and stay in 
close touch with the British token market. We offer hundreds of 18th century "Conder" tokens 
each year as well as other series including 19th century copper, silver and (occasionally) gold 
tokens, British medals, British copper currency and out-of-print and important books and 
catalogs about tokens. Write for a free catalog. 

ALLAN DAVISSON, EAC #3299 Cold Spring, MN 56320 (our full address) 

(320)685-3835 FAX (320) 685 - 8636 Email: davcoin@aol.com 


************* 

RON MANLEY, EAC #3909 300 Turnberry Circle Brentwood, TN 37027 

Now Available for Sale: "The Half Cent Die State Book: 1 793 - 1 857" 

This 300 page hardbound reference book was the winner of the 1999 EAC Literary Award and 
the 1999 NLG "Best U.S. Coin Book" Award. Edited by Bob Grellman, it is packed with new and 
updated information on all business strike half cent varieties. Separate obverse and reverse 
descriptions are provided for each die state. Also included are over 250 plated die states, 
emission sequence revision, rarity estimates, reverse rotation data for each variety, references 
to major copper sales, blundered edge examples, and more. Large photographs (3-inch 
diameter for varieties; 2-inch diameter for die states). 

$75.00 postpaid (autographed on request) 

************* 


PETER SETIAN, EAC #3529 Box 570 Wilbraham, MA 01095 

e-mail: Setcoin@mail.com 

Large Cents for sale. All are average to choice. 

Write for complete descriptions and prices on any interested pieces: 


1842 


N8 


VF 


1847 

N15 F 


1849 


N4 


VG 


1851 


1852 


1853 


1854 


1856 


N9 

F 

Nil 

F 

N12 

XF 

N13 

VF 

N1 

AU 

N21 

VG 

N16 

F 

N15 

VF 

N18 

XF 

N2 

VF 

N23 

VF+ 

N17 

VF 

N24 

F,VF 

N20 

XF-AU 

N6 

VF 


1852 

N18 

VF 

N25 

VF(2) 

N26 

VG 

N10 

AU 





1855 

Nil 

XF 

N1 

VF 


1853 


1854 


N14 

VF 

N3 

XF,VF 

N1 

VF 

N9 

VF 

N9 

XF 

N21 

VF 

N7 

VF 

N6 

VF 

N10 

VF+ 




************* 


MICKARCONTI, EAC #4161 


PO Box 634 


Brookfield, CT 06804 
(203) 775 - 4575 


1793 S-9 Average VF-20 (Sharpness 25) 

1807/6 S-273 EAC 2002, AU-55, golden biscuit 


$3750 

$6100 


************* 
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DENIS W. LORING, EAC #11 

Box 32115 

Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33420 

The following coins are from a handpicked date set. 
with beautiful light brown or two-tone coloring. 

All are absolutely choice and defect-free, 

1794 

S-29 

XF-40 

$4250 

1795 

S-76b 

XF-40 

$2750 

1796 

S-81 

VF-35+ 

$4500 

1801 

S-216 

XF-45 

$2250 

1803 

S-261 

XF-45 

$3500 

1805 

S-267 

AU-50 

$2750 

1806 

S-270 

AU-55 

$ 7500 


************* 


BILL MCKIVOR, EAC #4180 PO Box 46135 Seattle, WA 98146 

BmcKivor@iuno.com or Copperman@ThecoDDercorner. com (206) 244 - 8345 

Dealer in quality tokens at reasonable prices. Specialist in English "Conder" tokens, Evasions, 
19th Century tokens, unofficial farthings, historical medals, and more. 

Cobwright's book on Evasion Tokens available at $27 postpaid. 

Many EACer's receive my free lists - get yours today. 

Also - a work in progress - my new WEB SITE - www.Thecoppercorner.com. 


************* 


EUGENE STERNLICHT, EAC #2131 9441 Evergreen #306 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33324 

New Netherlands Catalogs For Sale: 

Sales 1-66 complete, generally Fine condition, most with PRL's 

(the first 30 issues are scarce) $800. 

NN-Seaby Joint Sale, November 1970, Japanese Coins and Continental 

Currency Dollar, with PRL. Fine $ 10. 

ANA Convention Sale, August 1952, Homer Downing Collection, 

key sale in Fine $ 35. 

Unrestricted mail bid sales: December 1969, March 1973, December 1974, 

May 1977 (the last NN sale) -- with purple "WB" initialed on 

all four catalogs $ 12. 

Shipping $4 per order. 


SHAWN A, YANCEY, EAC 4647 


1797 C3b Lettered edge half cent wanted for my personal collection. Will pay top dollar. 

Please offer to me at (417) 862-9534 daytime, or by email at 

aggie1993@prodigy.net. 
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ROBERT ZAVOS, EAC #2502 1007 Savannah Avenue Pittsburgh, PA 15221 

email: rzavos@hotmail.com 

George H. Clapp, United States Cents 1804 - 1814; Raymond's Coin Collector Series, 1941; 
sb; 12 pages; $5 ppd. 

1975 New York EAC Convention Catalogue, Pine Tree; Connecticut collection; xprl; well used 
but decent shape; $45 

1976 Washington EAC Convention Catalogue, Pine Tree; fine; prl $15 
Annual EAC Sales; 1987 thru 2000 $4 each; 2 for $7; ppd 

Kagins; Philip Van Cleave Collection; 1/30 - 2/1/1986; VF; xprl $15 
Superior; Dennis Mendelson; Jan. 3, 4, 5, 1991; prl; new; $20 

Superior; The G. Lee Kuntz Collection; Oct 6-8, 1991; prl; new; $20 
Superior; Pre-Long Beach (Douglas Smith Collection); prl; VF; $20 

prl = prices realized, x = copy; add $2 per shipment for postage. 


************* 


HENRY T. HETTGER, EAC #2349 PO Box 2018 Arlington, VA 22202 

(703) 979-1942 

1804 S-266c VG-8 ANACS Cachet holder, EAC: VG-7, a lovely cent! You $1,750 

would need to look a long time to find a nicer one at this grade. A rare date, but 


very rare this nice. 

1846 N13 EF-40/35 Couple nicks pleasing dark brown 90 

1853 N-14 EDS Small obverse rectangular cud, EF-45/40 light tan 135 

1817 N-7 VF-35/25 Rim ding 139 

1819 N-7 VF-30/25 Couple hairlines, smooth brown 135 

1825 N-3 VG-10 Borderline error, with a large lump of metal, an impurity, on 

reverse below wreath, about size of a digit of the date, smooth brown 20 

Postage, any order, $5.00 


************* 
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Update Planned for Half Cent Collection Survey 
Edward Masuoka 

I am preparing an update to the 1/200 Survey of half cent collections and directory of half 
cent collectors. The last mailing of the Survey was in December 1999 and included 
information from 185 collectors. Since the last mailing over two years ago, there have 
been many significant changes in half cent collections reported in the survey and with the 
June auction of Bill Weber s magnificent collection an update to the survey is really 
overdue. My goal is to mail out a revised survey at the end of October with a summary 
of the results published in the November 2002 Penny-Wise . To make this happen I will 
need to receive information from all collectors by end of September 2002. The 
information should be mailed to me at the address on the bottom of the second page of the 
survey form. 

If you are interested in participating in the Survey the process is simple but you must have 
a least one American half cent variety that is a business strike (the survey doesn't include 
proof half cents, tokens or contemporary counterfeits.) Fill out the survey form included 
at the end of this issue of Penny-Wise . When filling out the form please note that I've 
asked for varieties to be identified by their Cohen numbers. If you use Breen or Gilbert 
numbers and donit have time to translate them to Cohen numbers then please be sure that 
you clearly note that at the top of the survey form. The survey itself will list the holdings 
in each collection by Cohen numbers. For each variety, the grade you enter should be the 
net grade following EAC conventions of the best coin in your collection for that variety. 

If you are having difficulty assigning a grade for a particular coin, you may want to consult 
with an experienced half cent collector in your EAC region. If you enter split grades (a 
grade for the obverse and a grade for the reverse like 12/8, I will use the lower grade 
when entering the coin in the database.) While only the best coin of each variety is listed 
for a collection. I will also include duplicates you hold in your collection in the overall 
summary statistics for a variety and would appreciate a list of any duplicates that you do 
not plan to sell or trade in the short term. 

If you are submitting information on your collection for this 2002 update and would like 
a copy of the 1999 survey results let me know and I will mail one out to you. For those 
collectors who elect to report their collections in the survey, thanks for taking the time to 
provide information that will add to our understanding of the rarity of half cent varieties. 
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NAME TO USE TO IDENTIFY YOUR COLLECTION IN THE SURVEY, EXAMPLES: ED MASUOKA, MARYLAND COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION NAME: 

NAME AND ADDRESS FOR MAILING THE SURVEY 


NAME: 

STREET ADDRESS: 

CITY, STATE ZIP 

NAME AND ADDRESS FOR COLLECTOR DIRECTORY (OPTIONAL) 
NAME: 


STREET ADDRESS: 


CITY, STATE ZIP 


PHONE NUMBER (OPTIONAL) 

MAIL COMPLETED SURVEY FORM TO: 

EDWARD MASUOKA 
15902 SHERWOOD AVENUE 
LAUREL, MD 20707 




Give him/her a 

VE<RT SOCIAL qi<FT 


SPECIAL to Current EAC Members 

$100 Postpaid 

(List Price $125 Postpaid) 

Or Get An Autographed Copy 
Direct from the Author 

John D. Wright 
1468 Timberlane Dr. 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 





































